May 9, 2021

An Order of Worship for the Home
This service is written for two speakers. Ideally, family members can speak and
declare God’s grace to one another following this format. For those who live alone,
this worship outline can be followed with a brother or sister in Christ over the
phone. You may call on a friend to fill this role, or your elder or pastor can worship
with you by phone.
Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
He is risen!
Reader 2: He is risen indeed!
Together: Alleluia!
Invocation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:

(John 15:26)
We gather by faith in the name of Jesus,
Jesus who promised to send the Holy Spirit,
The Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father.
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God.

There is an “offering prayer” included in this outline. As we continue our Covid adjustments, please continue to
worship through giving. You can mail offerings to Calvary or visit www.calvaryslz.org to give online.

Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Together:

One God has called us into his presence,
His presence we desire to be with us.
Be with us Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm 98:1-3
Oh sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
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have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
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He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
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Confession & Absolution
Make sure each person present has opportunity to confess to a brother or sister in
faith. Go through both parts as many times as needed to accommodate all who
are gathered.
Christian Confessing:

Jesus, I’m unaware of what you’re doing most days. I fail to
understand what you’re teaching me, or I assume I already
know. I think little of your love for me, and I share little of that
love with others. Forgive me for not paying attention to you.
Forgive me for failing to follow you. Bring me back to
yourself and set our relationship right again. Show me the
new things you want to teach, and lead me in the roles you
have in mind for me.

Christian Responding:

Your God loves you no less even when you think less of his
love. He calls you back to himself from any and every
distraction so that he can remind you of his great love. He
forgives you for the sake of his Son Jesus. The depth of
God’s love was revealed in the death of Jesus. New life is
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yours in the resurrection of Jesus. God’s love and this new
life in Christ will reveal his plans for your life as a disciple of
Jesus.
Together:

Amen.

Hebrews 12:4-11
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In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.
6
For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”
It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son
is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in
which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not
sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we
respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and
live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
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Message, Part 1 (John 15:1-6)
How quickly do you say goodbye? This is different for different people, and differs
from family to family. How quickly do you say goodbye? Have you ever been in a
setting where somebody made a comment that it was “time to go,” but didn’t
actually leave for another 30 or 60 minutes, or more? Sometimes that happens.
Sometimes saying goodbye is a slow process.
On the night before Jesus’ crucifixion, he was saying goodbye to 11 of his closest
friends. It was not a quick goodbye. It was probably complicated by the fact that his
friends weren’t aware this was a goodbye.
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Now, to be certain, Jesus would see his disciples following the resurrection, and he is
present with his church even today. However, Jesus knew that things would change
following his death. That Thursday night was the end of a unique season. He was
working through a long, slow goodbye.
I bring this up because last week’s reading ended with an interesting comment.
Rise, let us go from here. (John 14:31)
OK, so those words aren’t that interesting by themselves. However, they raise
questions when we jump ahead a few chapters and read this:
When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his
disciples across the brook Kidron, where there was a
garden, which he and his disciples entered. (John 18:1)
The time between these two references is filled with Jesus’ teaching and prayer. It
begs the question, when did they actually leave the upper room? Did they leave
when Jesus said “Rise, let us go from here.” Or, did they leave at chapter 18 when
John narrates a conclusion to Jesus’ teaching, and tells us where the group went
next.
Sometimes saying goodbye takes a long time. Jesus said, “Rise, let us go from here.”
But the rising and going didn’t necessarily happen with haste. There was no need to
rush. This time together, listening to Jesus, was far too enjoyable to end it quickly.
For Jesus, this night of farewell was a thing to extend and enjoy as much as
possible.
That’s where we find Jesus and the 11 disciples as we begin John 15.
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every
branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the
word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
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the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you
can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. (John 15:1-6)
I Am the Vine
By Malcolm Guite, used by permission
available at https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2021/04/30/
How might it feel to be part of the vine?
Not just to see the vineyard from afar
Or even pluck the clusters, press the wine,
But to be grafted in, to feel the stir
Of inward sap that rises from our root,
Himself deep planted in the ground of Love,
To feel a leaf unfold a tender shoot,
As tendrils curled unfurl, as branches give
A little to the swelling of the grape,
In gradual perfection, round and full,
To bear within oneself the joy and hope
Of God’s good vintage, till it’s ripe and whole.
What might it mean to bide and to abide
In such rich love as makes the poor heart glad?
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Part II (John 15:7-11)
After working a couple years at Mount Cross Lutheran Camp in Santa Cruz, we hired
a new maintenance man. Jeff was great for the camp. We had been through
several caretakers who left camp greatly neglected. During Jeff’s first year at camp
I walked by our patio and was shocked to see several trees cut down to half their
size! They were fruit trees – apple trees mostly (although I’d never eaten apples
from them because there was never much fruit.) The next year, our cook made
applesauce and apple pies from our own trees. They were overloaded with apples.
The trees had been neglected, but with some pruning they started producing fruit.
Jesus used the image of tending grapevines to teach his disciples. You might be
familiar with grapes, but most of us have more hands-on experience with fruit trees
or rose bushes. The basics are the same.
Not all growth is good growth. Even some good growth is not the best growth. Trees
and vines need pruning in order to direct their energy into growing fruit, instead of
growing bigger. After all, that’s the goal for the gardener and the vinedresser. Bigger
trees and bigger vines are nothing to celebrate. The goal is bearing fruit.
Apply that concept to church life for a moment. Apply that to Calvary. Is there a
difference between growing bigger and growing fruit? I think there is. Do we
recognize the difference and pursue the right one? I don’t know if we can.
But, Jesus might not be talking about churches and communities here. What if we
apply this more individually? What if we apply this metaphor to family life? Do we
get attracted to growing for the sake of growing?
We like to grow equity in our homes. We like to grow our savings for retirement, or
the next car, or the next gadget. We tend to highlight growth in knowledge, and
status, and promotions, and scholarships for ourselves, or for our kids, or for our
grandkids. If you don’t think so, look back to the last Christmas letter you shared, or
the last few things you’ve posted online. Do we celebrate growth or growing fruit?
Can we tell the difference? I don’t know if we can.
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I’m not sure the apple tree or the grapevine can tell the difference either. That’s why
they need pruning. The vinedresser knows what the vine needs. He prunes branches
to help direct the energy of the vine into the right things. He prunes, because he
doesn’t want a bigger vine; he wants a vine which bears fruit.
Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.” The Father knows
what is needed for you to bear fruit. He will prune some things. He will stop growth at
times. He will put limits on what you are trying to accomplish. He will remove some
things so that you can be part of better things. You may not gain a bigger name for
yourself. His desire is that you produce a bigger yield for others.
However, pruning is only a part of what your God does for you. The Father, as the
vinedresser, limits growth we would pursue. He directs us toward growth which is
best for the kingdom. His pruning redirects us, even if we don’t see his purpose
immediately. But, our God not only prunes, he also provides. Jesus is the vine, and
he supplies the growth. He is the vine and we, as branches, rely on him for life. Jesus
empowers us by supplying a place in his growth. That’s why you and I are
consistently called to simply abide in these next words from Jesus.
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to
be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I
loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.
11
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be full. (John 15:7-11)
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(Take a moment to meditate on the words of Christ above.)
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Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Share prayer requests with one another. Pray over the requests shared, then pray
the Lord’s Prayer together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Part III (John 15:12-16)
In the last part of what Jesus said, he told us why he’s been talking about vines, and
pruning, and abiding. Did you notice that? He gave us some insight into why all this
is so important. Here’s that last sentence again.
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be full. (John 15:11)
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Joy. That’s what Jesus wants for you! He has joy, and he wants to share that joy with
you! In fact, he wants your joy to be full. He wants you to have so much joy there’s
no room for anything else. He wants joy for you which nothing can diminish.
How does this message about vines and fruit bring joy? It comes down to this: You
have identity; you have purpose; and you have guaranteed success.
You have an identity in Christ as a loved child of God. You are in Christ. You are the
branch connected to the vine. This is what we’ve been hearing from Jesus already.
You have life and all you need in Jesus. Your heavenly Father watches over you and
cares for you.
You also have purpose. You bear fruit. You have a role to play in the work your God
is doing in this world. You have a calling to be part of his plans. You have a mission
to bring his presence into your relationships, and to take part in his work.
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The next words from Jesus highlight this purpose and echo thoughts we heard last
week in John 14, while also foreshadowing the events of the coming day.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you.13 Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my
friends if you do what I command you. (John 15:12-14)
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Your purpose – the fruit you bear – is bound up in loving one another. It’s connected
to the obedience and love we talked about last week. Those are connections the 11
disciples could make even as Jesus spoke these words to them. But, there’s a bigger
truth which would be revealed to them in the coming days. The bigger truth of God’s
love was revealed shortly after this evening together.
Less than 24 hours after these words were spoken, Jesus became the one who laid
down his life for his friends. He told his disciples there is no greater love. I’m sure
they missed the full impact on Thursday night, but it had to come back like a
wrecking ball when they saw Jesus put to death.
By Saturday, the memory of these words held a sad irony. Their friend had spoken
so poetically about death, and then he had died in anything but poetic fashion. By
Sunday, the words took on a new meaning because Jesus was alive. Not only had
he died, but he had overcome death. Not only had he died apart from those he
loved, but now it became clear that he died for those he loved.
Let that sink in, fellow disciples. “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends.” Jesus laid down his life for you, because he considers
you a friend.
You have identity. You have purpose. Jesus has come around to these topics in
several ways. You also have guaranteed success, but before Jesus reveals that, he
has something else to share. He wants his disciples to comprehend why they get to
know all this.
15

No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not

know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends,
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for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known
to you. (John 15:15)
You’re a friend of Jesus. That’s why he’s shared his desire with you. He desires joy for
you. That joy is grounded in knowing your identity as a child of God. That joy is
grounded in knowing you have purpose in God’s plans and his work. You bear fruit.
Finally, your joy is grounded in knowing you have guaranteed success. Listen to this.
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You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed

you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you. (John 15:16)
Your success is guaranteed by Jesus. You didn’t choose him. He chose you. He’s
given you identity. He’s given you purpose. He guarantees your success.
His choice results in three things.
Because Jesus chose you, you will bear fruit.
Because Jesus chose you, your fruit will abide.
Because Jesus chose you, the Father will supply everything you need to fulfill every
calling on your life.
You have identity in Christ.
You have purpose in Christ.
You have guaranteed success in all that Christ asks you to do.
These things give joy to Jesus. He wants you to share this joy. He wants your joy to
be complete. Amen.
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Offering Prayer
If you have an offering present as you worship, you may place your hands over it
during the offering prayer.
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

With thankful hearts we receive from you, O Lord.
With thankful hearts we respond.
Receive our thanks and praise.
Receive our offerings.
Receive us as your own. Amen.

Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

He is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Alleluia!

Blessing (John 14:26-27)
Reader 1:
Jesus promised a Helper, the Holy Spirit
Reader 2: One whom the Father would send in Jesus’ name.
Reader 1:
He was sent to teach us all things.
Reader 2: He was sent to remind us what Jesus spoke.
Reader 1:
“Peace I leave with you…”
Reader 2: “…my peace I give to you.”
Together: Amen.

As applicable, please share this resource with others who would benefit. An electronic version is available at
www.calvaryslz.org. We can also add friends to our mailing list if that is preferred.
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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