May 23, 2021

An Order of Worship for the Home
This service is written for two speakers. Ideally, family members can speak and
declare God’s grace to one another following this format. For those who live alone,
this worship outline can be followed with a brother or sister in Christ over the
phone. You may call on a friend to fill this role, or your elder or pastor can worship
with you by phone.

Pentecost Sunday
Prayer for the Holy Spirit
Reader 1:
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, with all your graces now outpoured
Reader 2: On each believer’s mind and heart; your fervent love to them impart.
Reader 1:
Lord, by the brightness of your light in holy faith your church unite;
Reader 2: From every land and every tongue this to your praise, O Lord, our God,
be sung:
Together: Alleluia! Alleluia!

There is an “offering prayer” included in this outline. As we continue our Covid adjustments, please continue to
worship through giving. You can mail offerings to Calvary or visit www.calvaryslz.org to give online.

Invocation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Together:

(John 15:26)
We gather by faith in the name of Jesus,
Jesus who promised to send the Holy Spirit,
The Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father.
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God.
One God has called us into his presence,
His presence we desire to be with us.
Be with us Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm 139:1-12
O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3
You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4
Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.
5
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; I cannot attain it.
1

2

Where shall I go from your Spirit?
Or where shall I flee from your presence?
8
If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
9
If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
10
even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me.
11
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light about me be night,”
12
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is bright as the day,
7

for darkness is as light with you.
2

Confession & Absolution
Make sure each person present has opportunity to confess to a brother or sister in
faith. Go through both parts as many times as needed to accommodate all who
are gathered.
Christian Confessing:

Jesus, I’m unaware of what you’re doing most days. I fail to
understand what you’re teaching me, or I assume I already
know. I think little of your love for me, and I share little of that
love with others. Forgive me for not paying attention to you.
Forgive me for failing to follow you. Bring me back to you
and set our relationship right again. Show me the new
things you want to teach, and lead me in the roles you have
in mind for me.

Christian Responding:

Your God loves you no less even when you think less of his
love. He calls you back to himself from any and every
distraction so that he can remind you of his great love. He
forgives you for the sake of his Son Jesus. The depth of
God’s love was revealed in Jesus’ death. New life is yours in
Jesus’ resurrection. God’s love and this new life in Christ will
reveal his plans for your life as a disciple of Jesus.

Together:

Amen.

Acts 2:1-13
6
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.2 And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared
to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered,
because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were
amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
5

8

And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians
3

and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia,10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—
we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But
others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”
Apostles’ Creed
We break away from the Pentecost story at this point to confess our faith. A diverse
group of people gathered to hear Peter at Pentecost. Today, we confess our faith
with a diverse community of Christians around the globe and throughout history in
the words of this creed. We recognize our place among those in need of Peter’s
message, and we confess that by God’s grace we have heard and received this
message of salvation in Jesus.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Acts 2:17-24, 36-41
17
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my
words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third
hour of the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:
“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
17

and your young men shall see visions,
4

and your old men shall dream dreams;
18
even on my male servants and female servants
in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
19
And I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;
20
the sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.
21
And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved.’
“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your
midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless
men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible
for him to be held by it…
22

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
36

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you
and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to
exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who
received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three
thousand souls.
37
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Message
Your Advantage
This is a new season in the life of the church. Did you know that? In western church
tradition, seasons of the church year begin with Advent. The first half of the church
year follows the life of Christ. We move through Advent to Christmas, Epiphany, then
Lent, Easter, and Ascension. The events marking these seasons are rooted in the
earthly life of Jesus. Pentecost is the start of a different season in this yearly cycle.
From now until Advent, attention is given to the life of the church. Those are the two
halves of the church year – the life of Christ and the life of the Church.
Pentecost – and this change in focus – fits well with the teaching series we’ve been
exploring since Easter. I’ve framed Jesus’ words in John 13-16 as preparation for
something new. The 11 disciples were old dogs challenged by Jesus to learn some
new tricks. You and I are invited to learn some new things as well. Our new tricks
come out of this shift marked by Pentecost. God was physically and personally
present in Jesus during his life on earth. Pentecost marks a change. Now, God is
personally present through his people, the Church. The Holy Spirit dwells within
God’s people, and God makes himself present to the world in this way. This season
really is the life of the church.
This week I want to continue reading what Jesus had to say on that last night with
his disciples. We’ve come to one of the sections where he teaches about the Holy
Spirit, so it’s fitting for this Sunday in particular. We’ll walk through it together and
allow God’s word to shape us as we read.
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning,
because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to him who
sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’
6
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has
filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to
your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the
Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to
you. (John 16:5-7)
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It’s to your advantage? That’s not what I would expect Jesus to say. Wouldn’t it be
better if Jesus could stay, at least a little longer? Wouldn’t it be better if Jesus could
be here now? I’ve got questions, and I’m sure you do too, and it’d be nice if we could
ask him to his face. But, Jesus says it’s better if he goes away. It’s better if he’s not
here.
That’s a new trick the disciples did not want to learn. That’s my guess, since it’s not
in the Bible, but I’m pretty certain they wanted Jesus to stay with them.
Yet, if we believe Jesus is God, and we’re willing to admit that God knows what’s
best, this was somehow better. It’s to our advantage that Jesus isn’t here physically.
It’s to our advantage that Jesus ascended to heaven. What’s the advantage in that?
Jesus tells us this.
…for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you.
But if I go, I will send him to you. (John 16:7b)
I’m not going to pretend to know why Jesus says things this way. Some people
come up with strange theories that sound more like the science fiction rules of time
travel than they do good theology. Let’s just understand that this is how God’s plan
of salvation moves forward. It’s to our advantage that his plans keep advancing
toward the final outcomes he’s revealed. This is the next step.
When we hear Jesus this way, we start to see the advantage. We want sin to be
done away with once and for all. We want to see the restoration of all creation. We
want to experience life with no more tears. We want to meet our Savior at the
Marriage Feast of the Lamb. Jesus leaving and sending the Holy Spirit was the next
step in moving these plans forward.
Jesus needed to leave so that he could send the Spirit. What will the Spirit do?
And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning
sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning
sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see
8
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me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of
this world is judged. (John 16:8-11)
These verses sound important, and they are. They sound weighty, and they should.
They sound deep, and they must be because Bible scholars can’t agree on what
exactly they mean. So, with that disclaimer, let me tell you one way we can
understand what Jesus is saying here.
The Holy Spirit comes to this world in order to stir up a change. That’s what this
conviction is intended to do. This is not final judgement – Jesus will come back to
take care of that. Instead, the Spirit is stirring up guilt and a foreboding sense of that
coming judgement. That’s the conviction. It’s intended to bring this world to
repentance. The Spirit convicts the world concerning three things.
The world is convicted concerning sin because the world doesn’t know Jesus. After
all, Jesus alone brings forgiveness. Without Jesus, sin remains.
The world is convicted concerning righteousness. This one is harder, but I think the
explanation ends up being rather simple. The world has its own claims regarding
righteousness, and they’re wrong. The Spirit convicts the world by exposing the false
authorities presented as truth. The Spirit points to the real authority of Jesus who is
true God.
Finally, the world is convicted concerning judgement. Satan’s loss is already seen in
the cross and empty tomb. He’s been judged and found lacking. In light of this, the
final judgement will be no surprise. The Spirit comes to make that clear.
If you think about it, the Spirit’s work in all of these is actually pointing to Jesus. The
convicting work of the Spirit reveals Jesus to this world. The Spirit convicts the world
in order to point the world to Jesus.
When the world is convicted concerning sin, Jesus reveals grace. This is your only
hope when the Spirit convicts you of sin, too. This is the reason we begin worship by
confessing our sin. The Spirit convicts us of this need. The Spirit drives us to Jesus
because Jesus reveals grace.
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When the world is convicted concerning righteousness, Jesus reveals God. You and
I are convicted too. When we begin to justify ourselves or our actions, we’re
redefining righteousness. When we claim our sinful actions were “no big deal” we’re
lowering the standard of righteousness. When we convince ourselves that selfish
actions in one area of life are off-set by something good done in another area of
life, we’re making a mess of righteousness. We position ourselves as the authority
on right and wrong. In response, the Spirit convicts us by pointing to Jesus. You’re
not God. You don’t define right and wrong. Jesus does because he is true God. Jesus
reveals God.
Finally, when the world is convicted concerning judgement, Jesus reveals victory.
When the final verdict comes in, we all want to be on the side of victory. The cross
and empty tomb make it crystal clear which side has the victory. When the world is
against you, you long for this victory. When your body is failing, you plead for this
victory. When you struggle with life itself, the Spirit does his convicting work to show
you victory in Christ. Jesus is the only victor, and when he reveals his victory he
shares it with you.
The Spirit convicts the world of these things, and the Spirit convicts you as well. He
does this to present Jesus. This is to your advantage! Jesus reveals grace; he
reveals God; he reveals victory.
You have been convicted by the Spirit. That’s part of God’s call on your life. You were
born into this world, but the Spirit of God has called you to a new life. You’ve been
born again by faith and baptism, and you’re no longer of the world. Now, there is
even more that the Spirit has in store for you.
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot
bear them now.13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will
guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will
declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify
me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All
that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take
what is mine and declare it to you. (John 16:12-15)
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The Holy Spirit brings the counsel of God to us, his Church. First in history, the Spirit
would do this for the apostles. Remember, Jesus is saying these words to that group
on the night before his death. When Jesus says, “he will declare to you the things
that are to come,” the things that are to come are his arrest, trial, execution, and
resurrection. The disciples wouldn’t be able to make sense of these without
revelation from the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit would give the apostles words for what Jesus had done. The Spirit would
connect the work of Jesus to the story of God’s redemptive work throughout history.
The Spirit would show the apostles how Jesus was connected to Israel; to Elijah; to
David; to the judges; to Moses; to Abraham; and to Adam. The Spirit would give
words to Peter as he spoke at Pentecost, and by the Spirit’s power 3000 people
would come to faith and be baptized. The Spirit would come to those 3000 new
believers and include them in this story and this ongoing work of salvation.
The Spirit has continued adding to this family of God generation after generation.
That same Holy Spirit has added you. The Holy Spirit continues to convict the world,
and empower the Church. He’s called you out of the world, and now the Spirit
empowers you. He gives you faith. He’s present in your life. He prepares you for
witness. The Spirit of God is with you, and this is to your advantage. Amen.
Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Share prayer requests with one another. Pray over the requests shared, then pray
the Lord’s Prayer together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Offering Prayer
If you have an offering present as you worship, you may place your hands over it
during the offering prayer.
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

With thankful hearts we receive from you, O Lord.
With thankful hearts we respond.
Receive our thanks and praise.
Receive our offerings.
Receive us as your own. Amen.

Prayer for the Holy Spirit
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

Come, holy Fire, comfort true, Grant us the will Your work to do
And in your service to abide; Let trials turn us not aside.
Lord, by your power prepare each heart, and to our weakness strength
impart
That bravely here we may contend, through life and death to you, our
Lord, ascend.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Blessing (John 14:26-27)
Reader 1:
Jesus promised a Helper, the Holy Spirit
Reader 2: One whom the Father would send in Jesus’ name.
Reader 1:
He was sent to teach us all things.
Reader 2: He was sent to remind us what Jesus spoke.
Reader 1:
“Peace I leave with you…”
Reader 2: “…my peace I give to you.”
Together: Amen.

As applicable, please share this resource with others who would benefit. An electronic version is available at
www.calvaryslz.org. We can also add friends to our mailing list if that is preferred.
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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