May 2, 2021

An Order of Worship for the Home
This service is written for two speakers. Ideally, family members can speak and
declare God’s grace to one another following this format. For those who live alone,
this worship outline can be followed with a brother or sister in Christ over the
phone. You may call on a friend to fill this role, or your elder or pastor can worship
with you by phone.
Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
He is risen!
Reader 2: He is risen indeed!
Together: Alleluia!
Invocation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:

(John 15:26)
We gather by faith in the name of Jesus,
Jesus who promised to send the Holy Spirit,
The Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father.
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God.

There is an “offering prayer” included in this outline. As we continue our Covid adjustments, please continue to
worship through giving. You can mail offerings to Calvary or visit www.calvaryslz.org to give online.

Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Together:

One God has called us into his presence,
His presence we desire to be with us.
Be with us Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm 150
Praise the Lord!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens!
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Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his excellent greatness!

Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
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Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!
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Praise him with sounding cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
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Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!
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Confession & Absolution
Make sure each person present has opportunity to confess to a brother or sister in
faith. Go through both parts as many times as needed to accommodate all who
are gathered.
Christian Confessing:

Jesus, I’m unaware of what you’re doing most days. I fail to
understand what you’re teaching me, or I assume I already
know. I think little of your love for me, and I share little of that
love with others. Forgive me for not paying attention to you.
Forgive me for failing to follow you. Bring me back to
yourself, and set our relationship right again. Show me the
new things you want to teach, and lead me in the roles you
have in mind for me.

2

Christian Responding:

Your God loves you no less even when you think less of his
love. He calls you back to himself from any and every
distraction so that he can remind you of his great love. He
forgives you for the sake of his Son Jesus. The depth of
God’s love was revealed in Jesus’ death. New life is yours in
Jesus’ resurrection. God’s love and this new life in Christ will
reveal his plans for your life as a disciple of Jesus.

Together:

Amen.

Hebrews 8:1-6
Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the
holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For every high priest is
appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have
something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since
there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve a copy
and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he
was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the
pattern that was shown you on the mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a
ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is
better, since it is enacted on better promises.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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John 14:15-31
15
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.
You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world
will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has
18

my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”
22
Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us,
and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home
with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that
you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.
“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you.26 But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with
you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going
away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because
I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you
before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no
longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on
me, 31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I
love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.
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Message
Love and Obedience
Do you remember learning to write? Do you remember that stage where you were
supposed to organize thoughts into paragraphs? Then, at a later stage, you were
probably asked to group paragraphs together under a bigger theme for a term
paper or something like that? I always found that difficult.
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I had teachers who wanted me to develop an outline, and then write sentences and
paragraphs according to my outline. The outline was a roadmap, but somewhere
along the way my writing always took a detour. Half the time I’d revise the outline to
match what I actually wrote because that was easier in the end.
If you take time to read the teachings of Jesus in John 13-16, it might feel like he
veered from his outline. Throughout this section, we can separate topics from one
another, but it’s difficult to identify a clear central point. Given that, don’t be
surprised if each week in this series feels somewhat independent from the others.
I’m not going to create one theme where Jesus seems to have had several.
In the verses we read today there is a theme about love and obedience which
stands out. Jesus links those two in several statements. The repetition helps us
identify that theme. Listen to what Jesus said about love and obedience.
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. (John
14:15)
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is
who loves me. (John 14:21a)
If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home
with him. (John 14:23)
Jesus also makes the point using negatives.
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. (John
14:24a)
The proof of love is obedience. If you love me, your life will look this way. Jesus
repeats that thought four times in a very brief period. He wants his disciples to really
get this. He wants them to understand what love looks like, and what love acts like.
Most of you know that I’m married. It’s been a great 13 years, and I look forward to
many more. How well would my marriage work if I didn’t talk to my wife? Or if I only
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spoke to her when I was asking for something? What if I kept myself busy with other
things and other people, and she got the leftovers of my attention? What if I avoided
mentioning her in front of others because I was concerned about what people
might think of me if they found out I was in this relationship? Let me tell you, that
wouldn’t work so well.
That’s not how love acts. Yet, if we’re honest, you and I are regularly tempted to treat
our relationship with God like that. We don’t talk with Him, except to ask for things.
We spend even less time listening to him. We keep ourselves busy with a hundred
other good things, but exhaust ourselves before taking time for the best thing, which
is time with the One who loves us. And yes, we shy away from claiming to love Jesus
because we’re not sure how people will view us if we’re too excited about this
relationship.
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. (John
14:15)
The “if” at the beginning of this quote can get us into trouble. Sometimes we read
statements like this as step-by-step instructions, but that’s not the best way to
understand Jesus here. It’s not, “Step one, love me. Step two, keep my
commandments.” Rather, the two happen at the same time. You can replace “if”
with the word “when” if it helps.
When you love me, you will keep my commandments. They go hand-in-hand. Love
for Jesus and obedience to Jesus are one and the same. Love and obedience hang
together. When you love me, you will keep my commandments.
Maybe you’re asking, “Which commandments?” You wouldn’t be the first to ask. A
young man once approached Jesus to ask him about obedience. Jesus told him:
You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not
commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do
not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’ (Mark 10:19)
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You might remember the story. The young man felt pretty good because he had
checked all these off his list. Then he asked what else he needed to do. Jesus told
him to live in service to others.
You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow me. (Mark 10:21)
That’s what obedience as a disciple looks like. The eleven were familiar with that
conversation because they were with Jesus when the young man showed up with
his question. They were also with Jesus when he was teaching in the temple courts
just a few days prior to the events in John 14. Less than 48 hours earlier Jesus had
said…
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall
love your neighbor as yourself. (Matthew 22:37-39)
Jesus isn’t telling his disciples something new when he says, “If you love me you will
keep my commandments.” What is new – or at least, what becomes a new
emphasis – is this tight connection between love and obedience. When you love
Jesus, you will do the things he’s taught.
I mentioned earlier that the two go hand-in-hand rather than one after the other.
Yet, there is a reason for the order. Jesus mentions love first in his “if” statement
because things fall apart when we assume we can run these backward.
Jesus didn’t say “If you keep my commands, you will love me.” There’s a good
reason he didn’t say that. Our relationship with Jesus is not based on obedience.
That’s important for us to remember – both for the faith which is personal and for
the faith we share. The relationship you have personally with Jesus is grounded in
love. The relationship with Jesus you get to share with friends and neighbors is
based on love too. You don’t have to learn obedience in order to be loved, but you
do have to be loved in order to learn obedience. Hear that again, because it’s
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important. You don’t have to learn obedience in order to be loved, but you do have
to be loved in order to learn obedience.
Jesus isn’t calling you to obedience. Jesus is inviting you to love… and when you love
Jesus, you will do what he desires. When you love Jesus, you will love being a part of
what he is doing for others.
This isn’t how we usually think about growing as disciples. I doubt this is how the
eleven thought about discipleship either. Most of us look for a checklist. We want to
know how to be obedient. What can I learn? What task can I carry out? What job can
I do? We assume that doing will lead to loving. Instead, Jesus says loving will lead to
doing.
That takes our ideas about growing as disciples and turns them upside down. When
doing comes first, I can just look for the right things to do. When loving Jesus comes
first, I’m not sure where to start. How do I learn to love more? If loving leads to doing,
how can I grow in love?
As we approach that question, let me remind you of the disciples to whom Jesus
first spoke about love and obedience. As the eleven listened to Jesus talk on
Thursday night, my guess is that they felt pretty good about loving Jesus. He was
their friend, after all. They’d been together for three years. They’d given up other
pursuits in order to follow him – literally, from town-to-town. They’d proven their
love. Jesus was committed to them, and they were committed to Jesus. He loved
them, and they loved him in return.
How do you suppose that perspective changed three days later?
Had they realized before Good Friday that Jesus was willing to die for them? Beyond
that, had they realized prior to Easter Sunday that Jesus was God? By Sunday night,
had they come to understand that the sinless Son of God left his place with the
Father and Holy Spirit in order to become a man, and to suffer and die because he
loved them?
How did their perspective change when they realized God chose to die for them?
The depth of Jesus’ love for them was far greater than they could have known while
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listening to him on Thursday night. But, after Sunday morning, the depth of His love
spurred their love to greater and greater depths.
This is the same Jesus who died for you. He left his Father’s side and became a man
in order to suffer and die. He didn’t have to. He wasn’t forced to. His choice defied all
logic. It was a shocking sacrifice. Yet, he did it for one reason. He did this because he
loves you. Let that sink in…
You are loved by the God who created all things. You are loved to the point of
death… his death.
With that in mind, let me take you back to a question I raised earlier. If loving leads
to doing, how can I grow in love? You grow in love by being loved. You grow in love
by realizing the true depth of God’s love for you.
The eleven disciples might have thought their love for Jesus was at a peak on
Thursday night. They had been served by him as he washed their feet. They
celebrated the Passover together, engaged in conversation, and enjoyed one
another’s company. They listened to this rabbi who had become their friend talk
about love and obedience, about belief and discipleship. I’m sure they loved him
deeply. But, I’m also certain they experienced new depths of love on Sunday
morning.
Even if you think you’ve learned everything, Jesus finds ways to teach old dogs new
tricks. He taught his disciples to love at a deeper level. He grew their love and their
obedience. He did this by showing his love to them.
Your love for Jesus will grow in the same way, if you allow it. Meditate on the love
God has shown you. Revisit the depth of his love by listening to his word and
reflecting on his gifts. As those first disciples did, spend time reflecting on Good
Friday and then engage in the joy of Easter Sunday. Reflect on your own shortfalls
and rejoice in his love which forgives and fulfills.
In your prayers, ask God to show his love to you. Ask him to reveal his love, and then
look for his love as you read his word and spend time among his people. You grow
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in love by being loved. You grow in love for Jesus as you allow the extent of his love
to overwhelm you.
You are loved with an everlasting love. You are loved with an unbreakable love. You
are loved with a love which is always faithful…even when you are not. Don’t just nod
your head as if you know something about this love. Open your heart and receive
this love. Admit all that you don’t know about God’s love, and ask him to show you.
Then your love for him will grow.
And when you love him, you will keep his commands. Amen.

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Share prayer requests with one another. Pray over the requests shared, then pray
the Lord’s Prayer together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Offering Prayer
If you have an offering present as you worship, you may place your hands over it
during the offering prayer.
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

With thankful hearts we receive from you, O Lord.
With thankful hearts we respond.
Receive our thanks and praise.
Receive our offerings.
Receive us as your own. Amen.
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Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
He is risen!
Reader 2: He is risen indeed!
Together: Alleluia!
Blessing (John 14:26-27)
Reader 1:
Jesus promised a Helper, the Holy Spirit
Reader 2: One whom the Father would send in Jesus’ name.
Reader 1:
He was sent to teach us all things.
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

He was sent to remind us what Jesus spoke.
“Peace I leave with you…”
“…my peace I give to you.”
Amen.

As applicable, please share this resource with others who would benefit. An electronic version is available at
www.calvaryslz.org. We can also add friends to our mailing list if that is preferred.
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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