May 16, 2021

An Order of Worship for the Home
This service is written for two speakers. Ideally, family members can speak and
declare God’s grace to one another following this format. For those who live alone,
this worship outline can be followed with a brother or sister in Christ over the
phone. You may call on a friend to fill this role, or your elder or pastor can worship
with you by phone.

Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
He is risen!
Reader 2: He is risen indeed!
Together: Alleluia!

Invocation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:

(John 15:26)
We gather by faith in the name of Jesus,
Jesus who promised to send the Holy Spirit,
The Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father.
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God.

There is an “offering prayer” included in this outline. As we continue our Covid adjustments, please continue to
worship through giving. You can mail offerings to Calvary or visit www.calvaryslz.org to give online.

Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Together:

One God has called us into his presence,
His presence we desire to be with us.
Be with us Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm 1
1
Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2
but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree
planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.
4
The wicked are not so,
but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
3

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6
for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
5

Confession & Absolution
Make sure each person present has opportunity to confess to a brother or sister in
faith. Go through both parts as many times as needed to accommodate all who
are gathered.
Christian Confessing:

Jesus, I’m unaware of what you’re doing most days. I fail to
understand what you’re teaching me, or I assume I already
know. I think little of your love for me, and I share little of that
2

love with others. Forgive me for not paying attention to you.
Forgive me for failing to follow you. Bring me back to your
and set our relationship right again. Show me the new
things you want to teach, and lead me in the roles you have
in mind for me.
Christian Responding:

Your God loves you no less even when you think less of his
love. He calls you back to himself from any and every
distraction so that he can remind you of his great love. He
forgives you for the sake of his Son Jesus. The depth of
God’s love was revealed in Jesus’ death. New life is yours in
Jesus’ resurrection. God’s love and this new life in Christ will
reveal his plans for your life as a disciple of Jesus.

Together:

Amen.

1 Peter 5:6-11
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper
time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for
you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing
that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood
throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
3

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

John 15:17-16:4a
17
These things I command you, so that you will love one another.
“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were
of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the
18

world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember
the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep
yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because
they do not know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they
would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.
23
Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the
works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen
and hated both me and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law must
be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a cause.’
“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also
will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.
26

“I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 2 They will put
you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will
think he is offering service to God. 3 And they will do these things because they have
not known the Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these things to you, that when their
hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.
16:1

Message
See Jesus Clearly
I got my first pair of glasses when I was in fourth grade. Our church had those hymn
boards where somebody would change out the numbers each week. I would always
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look ahead and find the right page, because otherwise I would be spending the
entire first verse searching. One Sunday, my mom noticed me scrunching up my
face trying to make out the numbers in front of the church. She pointed to a hymn
board across the aisle from us – one that was a little further away – and asked if I
could read it. Nope. No way I was reading that one. It was too far away. That’s when
she knew I needed to get my eyes checked.
If you wear glasses or contacts, you know what a difference the right prescription
can make. When your vision is corrected you can see clearly. When things are
blurred, you only have a general idea of what’s around you. When the images
become sharp, you can see clearly and appreciate your surroundings.
Without my contacts, I wouldn’t be able to tell who any of you were from this
distance. I couldn’t drive very well either. I wouldn’t be able to tell the difference
between signs for 580, 880, or 238. Imagine the mistakes that could lead to!
While I was in Texas, one of the mantras we had for our church was this: We help
people see Jesus clearly so they can follow him boldly. We emphasized seeing
Jesus clearly, because many people in our world think they know Jesus, but they
have a very blurry picture of who he is. In other words, we might not find ourselves
introducing people to Jesus. Instead, we’re constantly having to clarify how they see
him.
In our reading from John, Jesus talks about being rejected. People wanted Jesus out
of the way. We know this is true from other stories. They sent spies to try to trip him
up while teaching. They questioned his authority. Shortly after this conversation with
his disciples Jesus would be arrested, and the next day he would be executed. So,
we can be sure Jesus knew something about rejection.
I contend, the people who rejected Jesus did not see him clearly. Further, Jesus
makes the claim that by rejecting him, they’ve rejected God the Father. You can’t
have a clear picture of God if your picture of Jesus is blurry. It goes the other way
too. If you see Jesus clearly, you’ll see God the Father clearly.
They are one God – separate persons, to be sure – but one God. You cannot love
one and reject the other. You cannot like Jesus and be ambivalent about God the
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Father. You cannot espouse faith in a loving God, and reject Jesus as the Son of God
and your Savior. The pieces hang together.
Yet, it’s easy to find evidence that our world doesn’t see Jesus clearly. Our world has
a hazy picture of Jesus, at best.
• We hear about Jesus as a good moral teacher, but less than divine. That’s a
distorted picture of Jesus. That’s a picture of Jesus which is dreadfully out of
focus.
• We find people who say that Jesus was probably a nice guy who said some

•

good things, and stories grew out of that. They would put the gospels on par
with stories about Paul Bunyan or King Arthur. That’s a blurry picture of Jesus,
for sure.
Others claim that Jesus was nothing more than fantasy from the very start.
They line him up with other virgin birth stories and resurrection accounts, and
propose he’s the latest version of these mythologies. Once again, this is like
me driving without my contacts. It’s all-too-easy to get on the wrong highway
for lack of clear vision.

When your picture of Jesus is distorted, your picture of God is distorted. Your
understanding of this world and your place in it will be a mess. True becomes false
and false becomes true, because this foundational truth of God’s identity (and your
identity as his child) is no longer clear.
Jesus was rejected in his time because people didn’t recognize him as God. They
couldn’t see him clearly. Jesus is still rejected by this world. He’s still not seen clearly.
In the gospel accounts, Jesus was rejected for what he said and did. He’s still
rejected for the same things.
• He said, “Go, and sin no more.”
• He called disciples to give up everything else in order to follow him.
• He pointed to himself as the Way, the Truth and the Life. He claimed to be the
only way to the Father.
• He called people to repent.
For these things, the world hated Jesus. For these things, the world still hates Jesus.
For these things, the world will hate you, too.
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If you were of the world, the world would love you as its
own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you
out of the world, therefore the world hates you. (John 15:19)
You’ve been chosen from this world. You’ve been called out of this world. You’ve had
your vision clarified. Now, you find yourself at odds with the world. You’ve become
something else – a new creation. You’ve been connected to a greater life – a life in
Christ.
This world rejected Jesus. This world mocked him, and derided him, and spoke lies
about him, and even killed him. You’d be foolish to think that you could follow him
and go unnoticed by this world. The enemies of Christ are now your enemies.
Those who carry a distorted picture of Jesus will see you in a distorted way as well.
Some will pity you for what they see as superstition. Some will attempt to “rescue”
you from what they view as brainwashing. Others will shame you because they
believe they stand on higher moral ground. Some may even openly attack you
because they recognize that you are a threat to the way they see the world. And,
you are… because if they were to see Jesus clearly, it would redefine everything for
them.
When you see Jesus clearly, you see that he is true God who came to this world to
become a man. When you see Jesus clearly, you see that he loved people; he
revealed truth in his teaching; he revealed power in his miracles. When you see
Jesus clearly, you see that he suffered scorn, ridicule, and contempt; you see that
he suffered and died. When you see Jesus clearly, you see that he did all of this for
you, in order to pay the debt you owe for sin. When you see Jesus clearly, you see
that he rose to new life on Easter Sunday, and you know that he lives and reigns with
the Father and Holy Spirit, and he will come again to rid the world of sin and bring
home all those who see him clearly and trust him fully.
Jesus did this for you, and I’m glad you can see it. However, it wasn’t just for you.
Jesus did this for the world. His love is the same as the Father’s love, and his actions
reveal the love God has for the world. Jesus died for the world which stands
opposed to him because God loves this world.
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. (John 3:16)
You see Jesus clearly. You know truth. You’ve been chosen from this world, and
you’ve been given this clarity in what you see. It wasn’t your choice, it was the
choice of your God. You see clearly, not because of what you’ve done, but because
of what was done for you.
But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from
the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the
Father, he will bear witness about me. And you also will
bear witness, because you have been with me from the
beginning. (John 15:26-27)
The Holy Spirit bears witness. The Holy Spirit is able to see clearly, because the Spirit
is one with the Father and the Son. The Spirit is sent by Jesus, from the Father, in
order to share what he is able to see so clearly. Now, all who catch a glimpse of the
Spirit’s vision, bear witness as well.
This is how you’re able to see Jesus clearly. The Spirit has been a witness to you; the
Spirit who was given at your baptism! God’s people have been a witness to you; the
community of saints which is the body of Christ! God himself has clarified your
vision, and God’s people have helped clarify that vision.
So, what now? How do you respond to this world when it hates you? How do you
respond to your God who loves you?
You bear witness. You join God in the work he is doing. The Holy Spirit has done this
work in your life. He’s helped you see Jesus clearly. Now, you join in this work for the
sake of others. You help them see Jesus clearly. You help brothers and sisters in the
faith when they struggle to see Jesus clearly. You help neighbors and friends
outside the faith when they have a blurry picture of Jesus.
We help people see Jesus clearly so they can follow him boldly. That’s what we do
as the people of God. That’s what we do because our vision has been clarified. We
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expect to be at odds with this world. Still, we share what we’ve seen with this world.
We do what our God is doing, because our God has chosen us for this. Amen.

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Share prayer requests with one another. Pray over the requests shared, then pray
the Lord’s Prayer together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Offering Prayer
If you have an offering present as you worship, you may place your hands over it
during the offering prayer.
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

With thankful hearts we receive from you, O Lord.
With thankful hearts we respond.
Receive our thanks and praise.
Receive our offerings.
Receive us as your own. Amen.

Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
He is risen!
Reader 2: He is risen indeed!
Together: Alleluia!
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Blessing (John 14:26-27)
Reader 1:
Jesus promised a Helper, the Holy Spirit
Reader 2: One whom the Father would send in Jesus’ name.
Reader 1:
He was sent to teach us all things.
Reader 2: He was sent to remind us what Jesus spoke.
Reader 1:
“Peace I leave with you…”
Reader 2: “…my peace I give to you.”
Together: Amen.

As applicable, please share this resource with others who would benefit. An electronic version is available at
www.calvaryslz.org. We can also add friends to our mailing list if that is preferred.
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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