April 25, 2021

An Order of Worship for the Home
This service is written for two speakers. Ideally, family members can speak and
declare God’s grace to one another following this format. For those who live alone,
this worship outline can be followed with a brother or sister in Christ over the
phone. You may call on a friend to fill this role, or your elder or pastor can worship
with you by phone.
Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
He is risen!
Reader 2: He is risen indeed!
Together: Alleluia!
Invocation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:

(John 15:26)
We gather by faith in the name of Jesus,
Jesus who promised to send the Holy Spirit,
The Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father.
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God.

There is an “offering prayer” included in this outline. As we continue our Covid adjustments, please continue to
worship through giving. You can mail offerings to Calvary or visit www.calvaryslz.org to give online.

Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Together:

One God has called us into his presence,
His presence we desire to be with us.
Be with us Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
1

He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.
3

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
4

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.
5

Confession & Absolution
Make sure each person present has opportunity to confess to a brother or sister in
faith. Go through both parts as many times as needed to accommodate all who
are gathered.
Christian Confessing:

Jesus, I’m unaware of what you’re doing most days. I fail to
understand what you’re teaching me, or I assume I already
know. I think little of your love for me, and I share little of that
2

love with others. Forgive me for not paying attention to you.
Forgive me for failing to follow you. Bring me back to
yourself and set our relationship right again. Show me the
new things you want to teach, and lead me in the roles you
have in mind for me.
Christian Responding:

Your God loves you no less even when you think less of his
love. He calls you back to himself from any and every
distraction so that he can remind you of his great love. He
forgives you for the sake of his Son Jesus. The depth of
God’s love was revealed in the death of Jesus. New life is
yours in the resurrection of Jesus. God’s love and this new
life in Christ will reveal his plans for your life as a disciple of
Jesus.

Together:

Amen.

Proverbs 3:1-8
My son, do not forget my teaching,
but let your heart keep my commandments,
2
for length of days and years of life
and peace they will add to you.
1

Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you;
bind them around your neck;
write them on the tablet of your heart.
4
So you will find favor and good success
in the sight of God and man.
3

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own understanding.
6
In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths.
7
Be not wise in your own eyes;
fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.
5

3

8

It will be healing to your flesh
and refreshment to your bones.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
John 14:1-14
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to
where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me,
you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.”
1

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to
you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on
account of the works themselves.
8

12

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do;

and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.
4

Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.
13

Message
Do You Know the Way?
My friend Joe is Korean. He shared this story last week:
“While working in Oakland today. Right by Lake Merritt.
Older man calls me a ‘ching chong motherbleeper.’ And
then proceeds to grab his cane and raises it up to try to hit
me. Then he says, I don't look like I'm from Oakland, and to
go back home.”
Racism is real. It’s a real problem, and it’s especially felt by our Asian, black, and
brown neighbors. How do we become advocates for our neighbors? How do we
navigate the conversations around race when tensions are sky high and every
public comment is dissected for political leverage? What is the way forward? Do
you know the way?
Last Thursday, a man killed 8 workers at a FedEx facility in Indianapolis, and then
killed himself. On Sunday, 3 people were shot and 2 died in an apartment complex
in Austin, Texas. I read another story about an armed man who was shot and killed
which had strong implications of suicide-by-cop. Are guns a factor? Yes. Is mental
health a factor? Yes. Are the solutions obvious? No. How do we move forward in
helping neighbors - both the victims and those who are potential assailants? Do
you know the way?
We’ve seen protests in our backyard, but the unrest and the lashing out aren’t
confined to our corner of the world. Protests in Myanmar have been ongoing since
the February 1 coup that took place there. In Russia, groups are protesting the
treatment of Alexy Navalny. As I write this, our country is bracing for reactions to the
Derek Chauvin trial. What is the way forward? How are these things resolved? Do
you know the way?
We watch friends and family wrestle with diseases for which we have no cure –
cancer, AIDS, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s. How should you respond if you’re diagnosed
5

with one of these? How do we respond when the diagnosis is given to someone we
love? Which way do we go? Do you know the way?
Our world brings us lots of difficult situations. We could mention other challenges
around politics, economics, food shortages, environmental ethics, and more. As
much as politicians and pundits try to boil these down to simple answers, the
questions resist that type of simplification. They’re bigger challenges than you and I
can get our minds around, much less our hands. How do we even begin to address
these things? Which way do we turn? Do you know the way?
The Way
Jesus said, “I am the way…” (John 14:6)
When racism rears its ugly head, and disorients our relationships, Jesus says, “I am
the way.”
When another shooting makes national headlines, and we get lost in the swirling
accusations and finger-pointing which invariably follow, Jesus says, “I am the way.”
When we hear the cacophony of protest, but we struggle to discern voices of pain
and grief from those of malice and deceit, Jesus says, “I am the way.”
When doctors have no answers, and fear begins to cloud our own judgement, Jesus
says, “I am the way.”
I am the way, the truth, and the life. (John 14:6)
The questions we face come to us in a new setting, and sometimes they’re given
new names, but they actually aren’t new questions. Racism and prejudice have a
long history – much longer than the history of our country even. The overlap of
mental health issues and violent behaviors is unfortunately long tenured. Protests
against injustice, and those who would take advantage of both the injustice and the
protest are not new either. Those diseases which highlight our mortality are as old
as death itself. These are old questions.
They say you can’t teach an old dog new tricks, but if we approach these questions
with nothing new, we’ll run into the same old dead ends. This is where Jesus steps in
and shares a new perspective.
6

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)
You may say, “That’s well and good, Pastor, but what does that have to do with
anything you just mentioned? I still can’t see the solution. Where will this take us?” I
would suggest those questions are not too different from the one Thomas raised.
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” (John 14:5)
Jesus isn’t offering a destination. He’s giving us the way. He’s offering to supply the
way forward. He’s pointing to himself as the next step. We don’t have to see the end
in order to discern the next step. We need to see him, and allow Jesus to be the way
forward.
Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” He is all of these. Jesus is the
way. Jesus is the truth. Jesus is the life. These three are not in a hierarchy, and yet
the way stands first because it is understood more fully in light of the other two.
The Truth
Jesus doesn’t have truth as if it were something external to himself. His words aren’t
found to be true because we measure them against another standard. He is truth.
He is the standard by which all things are measured true or false. Whatever he
speaks is true because he speaks it. What he speaks becomes true by the very fact
that he says it.
If Jesus says he is the way, then he is. When Jesus calls himself the way, he gives
identity to himself. When Jesus calls himself the way, he gives identity to you as well.
He is your way. He gives direction. He gives purpose. In the midst of so many voices
calling for your support, your anger, your protest, your vote, your money, your
punishment, your resignation…his voice rings out in truth, and Jesus becomes your
way.
Jesus has spoken and truth has defined your life. He has called you forgiven and
new. He has declared you a child of God. He calls you a loving neighbor. He labels
you a good friend. He appoints you as a faithful wife or husband. He has made you
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a servant, and a peacemaker. He’s called you a reconciler. You can’t deny any of
these, nor can this world. He is the truth, and he has spoken. This is who you are.
Jesus is the truth through whom you know your true identity.
The Life
If Jesus as the truth provides identity, then Jesus as the life provides calling. There
are things for you and I to do simply because Jesus has given us the ability to do
things. He’s given us life.
Actually, that might be a bit off the mark. Jesus is the life. Rather than thinking of
Jesus handing life to us, it may be better to think of Jesus bringing us into himself.
We have life because we are in him, the One who is life. We do good in this world
because we are in Jesus who is the source of good in this world.
Jesus is the life; a life which gives life to all else. Yet, the One who is life is also the
One who died on a cross. The life died. Jesus gave his life for you. But the life proved
stronger than death, and Jesus rose again on Easter Sunday.
Just as he is life itself, Jesus is the way. He’s not a map which shows the way; he is
the way. He’s not a guide who models the way; he is the way. He’s not even a road
or path on which we make our way; he is the way. He is the means by which we
move. He is the force which drives us. He is life itself.
Jesus is the life. You share in his life, and his life is sacrificially shared with this world.
His life is at work serving, encouraging, healing, giving, sharing, loving, and
supporting. His life is spent in prayer and fasting, and in feasting with friends. His life
cares more for others than for itself. Jesus is the life, and he is your life.
I can bring these thoughts about Jesus as the way, truth and life together like this:
Jesus is the way because he is truth and life. He is your truth and life. He is your
identity and your calling. He is your way in every question and every situation.
You may not know how racial tensions are resolved, or what outcomes are possible
in your lifetime, but you know Jesus is the way forward. Your identity in Christ defines
your role as a neighbor. Your calling as a Christian directs you to serve and sacrifice
for your neighbor.
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You can’t create solutions to mental health or misuse of weapons, but you know the
way because you know Jesus. Jesus is your stronghold, and from that place of
safety you can engage others with humility, love, patience and confidence.
You may not have a roadmap to address injustice, or the ability to consistently
discern protest from revenge-seeking, but you know Jesus and he is the way. In
Jesus you are valued beyond any of this world’s measures. By Jesus you are called
to look out for the least of these brothers and sisters.
The cures for diseases which attack human bodies and minds are beyond your
reach, but that doesn’t mean you’re without direction. Jesus is the way. The life you
have is his, and the death you face he has already overcome. Therefore, you are
defined by life, not death. You will live to serve, not to be served. You can pray with
David,
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me… (Psalm 23:4)
“I am the way…” Jesus said that to his disciples on a Thursday night. They might
have thought of him as a guide. Maybe they thought he had a plan to share. Maybe
he would give directions. On Sunday morning, it became clear that the way was
something much bigger.
Jesus is your way. In the face of every difficult situation and every overwhelming
question… When you have no response… When you recognize the insignificance of
your own attempts to fix things… Jesus is the way.
Jesus is your way, because he is your truth, and your life. He is your identity and your
calling. You may not know where all of life’s twists and turns lead, but you know the
way. Amen.
Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Share prayer requests with one another. Pray over the requests shared, then pray
the Lord’s Prayer together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Offering Prayer
If you have an offering present as you worship, you may place your hands over it
during the offering prayer.
Reader 1:

With thankful hearts we receive from you, O Lord.

Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

With thankful hearts we respond.
Receive our thanks and praise.
Receive our offerings.
Receive us as your own. Amen.

Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

He is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Alleluia!

Blessing (John 14:26-27)
Reader 1:
Jesus promised a Helper, the Holy Spirit
Reader 2: One whom the Father would send in Jesus’ name.
Reader 1:
He was sent to teach us all things.
Reader 2: He was sent to remind us what Jesus spoke.
Reader 1:
“Peace I leave with you…”
Reader 2: “…my peace I give to you.”
Together: Amen.

As applicable, please share this resource with others who would benefit. An electronic version is available at
www.calvaryslz.org. We can also add friends to our mailing list if that is preferred.
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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