April 18, 2021

An Order of Worship for the Home
This service is written for two speakers. Ideally, family members can speak and
declare God’s grace to one another following this format. For those who live alone,
this worship outline can be followed with a brother or sister in Christ over the
phone. You may call on a friend to fill this role, or your elder or pastor can worship
with you by phone.
Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
He is risen!
Reader 2: He is risen indeed!
Together: Alleluia!
Invocation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:

(John 15:26)
We gather by faith in the name of Jesus,
Jesus who promised to send the Holy Spirit,
The Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father.
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God.

There is an “offering prayer” included in this outline. As we continue our Covid adjustments, please continue to
worship through giving. You can mail offerings to Calvary or visit www.calvaryslz.org to give online.

Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Together:

One God has called us into his presence,
His presence we desire to be with us.
Be with us Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Psalm 4:1-8
Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!
You have given me relief when I was in distress.
Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!
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O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame?
How long will you love vain words and seek after lies?
3
But know that the Lord has set apart the godly for himself;
the Lord hears when I call to him.
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Be angry, and do not sin;
ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent.
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Offer right sacrifices,
and put your trust in the Lord.

Selah
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Selah

There are many who say, “Who will show us some good?
Lift up the light of your face upon us, O Lord!”
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You have put more joy in my heart
than they have when their grain and wine abound.
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In peace I will both lie down and sleep;
for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.

Confession & Absolution
Make sure each person present has opportunity to confess to a brother or sister in
faith. Go through both parts as many times as needed to accommodate all who
are gathered.
Christian Confessing:

Jesus, I’m unaware of what you’re doing most days. I fail to
understand what you’re teaching me, or I assume I already
know. I think little of your love for me, and I share little of that
2

love with others. Forgive me for not paying attention to you.
Forgive me for failing to follow you. Bring me back to
yourself and set our relationship right again. Show me the
new things you want to teach, and lead me in the roles you
have in mind for me.
Christian Responding:

Your God loves you no less even when you think less of his
love. He calls you back to himself from any and every
distraction so that he can remind you of his great love. He
forgives you for the sake of his Son Jesus. The depth of
God’s love was revealed in the death of Jesus. New life is
yours in the resurrection of Jesus. God’s love and this new
life in Christ will reveal his plans for your life as a disciple of
Jesus.

Together:

Amen.

1 John 4:7-12
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been
born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God,
because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us,
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.10 In this
is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us
and his love is perfected in us.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
John 13:31-38
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself,
and glorify him at once.33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek
me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you
cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just
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as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where
I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to
him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus
answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will
not crow till you have denied me three times.
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Message
Glory, Discipleship, and Love
“New Tricks for Old Dogs” – what does that have to do with the Easter season? Quite
a bit, actually. Over the next few weeks we’re going to walk through a section of
John’s gospel often called “The Farewell Discourse.” This is a set of teachings Jesus
shared with his disciples on the Thursday night when he was arrested. In John 13-16
Jesus shares a lot. This all takes place following his institution of the Lord’s Supper
and before his prayer time in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Can you picture the setting? Jesus has already dismissed Judas saying, “What you
are going to do, do quickly.” It’s as if that event started a countdown timer. How long
would it take for Judas to report, gather whomever he needed, and then return to
find Jesus? Jesus knows his time with the remaining 11 disciples is limited. And he
knows things are about to change for them in ways they can’t even imagine.
Over the coming Sundays, as we listen to what Jesus taught that night, I want you to
put yourself in the sandals of those 11 disciples. What did they hear? What did it
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mean to them on Thursday night? They’d been with Jesus for three years, and my
guess is that they felt like they had a pretty good handle on what this rabbi was all
about. They had learned a lot already. They were “old dogs,” if you will.
However, three days later all of these farewell lessons from Jesus took on new
meaning. Jesus hadn’t been saying what they might have assumed. His death and
resurrection changed things. He expected these “old dogs” to learn some new tricks.
I think that’s true for you and I as well. Jesus wants to teach you something new.
Maybe you’ve been following Jesus for years, or even decades. Still, the very nature
of discipleship implies learning and growth. You might feel like an “old dog,” but
Jesus desires to teach you some new tricks as well.
Let’s take a look at how Jesus began his farewell. We’ll spend our time with John
13:31-35 today. The conversation with Peter which follows those verses carries its
own insights, but we won’t do much with that. That interaction reveals something
about Peter, but his response (and Jesus’ correction) can distract us from what
Jesus is trying to teach.
When [Judas] had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son
of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself,
and glorify him at once. (John 13:31-32)
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God is glorified in Jesus. God will glorify Jesus. What do you suppose the disciples
made of that? Glory has something to do with honor, so maybe they thought about
it that way. Jesus is honoring God.
As good first century Jews, the disciples understood that human beings cannot give
glory to God in any sense which means we provide something he doesn’t already
have. When we talk about giving glory to God, we’re really just acknowledging what
God already has and who he already is.
Yet, glorifying God implies that there’s something we do. It points toward activity.
The most obvious thought for the disciples would have been the meal they just ate
together. The Passover was instituted by God through Moses. Celebrating this meal
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was part of the worship rhythm of God’s people. Certainly, this night’s activities were
glorifying God, and Jesus was serving as head of the household. He was glorifying
God at Passover.
How do you suppose their ideas about glory changed three days later? After the
death and resurrection of Jesus, do you suppose they looked back on these words
differently? I think so.
Glory is a theme which comes up throughout John’s gospel. However, the place in
John’s gospel where Jesus is glorified might not be what you expect. It’s not the
resurrection which reveals Jesus’ glory, but the cross. It took the resurrection to see
this, but by Sunday night that truth was becoming clear to the 11 disciples.
Jesus glorified his Father by dying on the cross. That’s because God is honored
when our work is part of his work. The Father was working to bring his wayward
children back home. Jesus’ death was integral to that work. His death was God at
work for you, and revealed God’s love for you.
The disciples might have initially thought keeping Passover was Jesus’ focus as he
talked about giving glory to God, and they were right… but in a very limited way.
Jesus would glorify God not by remembering the deliverance from Egypt, but by
becoming the One who would deliver his people from sin.
Jesus was teaching his disciples about God’s glory. What did Jesus teach next?
Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek
me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you,
‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ (John 13:33)
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Jesus has some solo work to do. On the one hand, the disciples may have
understood that much on first hearing these words. Peter heard it, and I’m not sure
he heard anything after this, because he brings up this point with Jesus and insists
he will never leave his side.
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Jesus and his disciples have different roles to play. I have no idea what the eleven
thought that might mean, but I’m pretty sure they had no category for what was
about to happen.
After that first Easter, this difference in roles became much more obvious. Jesus
alone died on the cross, because he alone could serve as the sacrifice to take away
the sin of the world. He alone could defeat death. He alone is both God and man.
I think the disciples began to realize that what Jesus taught them was bigger than
what they’d expected. There was more to this “going away” which they were about
to experience. They were still disciples, but their teacher wasn’t with them in the
same way. His role changed, so their roles were changing too.
Following that first Easter, those disciples who had been with Jesus for 3 years
began to realize things were different. They were going to keep following the same
teacher. Yet, they were going to learn some new ways of following. They were going
to learn some new things about being disciples. They were about to learn some new
tricks.
So, Jesus taught about God’s glory, and he taught about discipleship. Finally, he
teaches about love.
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one
another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)
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Love one another. Love one another as I have loved you. When the 11 first heard
those words they might have reflected back on the foot washing Jesus provided
earlier that evening. They might have seen his emphasis on serving, and recalled
how he served them.
To be sure, this new commandment wasn’t a new idea for the disciples. Jesus had
spent the past three years emphasizing a life which serves others. He taught them
about loving their neighbors and loving their enemies. He told stories about Good
Samaritans and compassionate kings. He modeled care and concern for outcasts,
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widows, children, adulterers, and others cast-aside by those in authority. He had
certainly shown them the great generosity of love.
In the coming days, they would learn anew the extent of his love. The love of Jesus
would serve them to the point of sacrifice. The love of Jesus would spend itself in
that sacrifice. After witnessing the death of Jesus, his new command would swell
with meaning. “Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.”
I hope you can see how the things Jesus told his disciples were likely heard one way
on Thursday night, and then heard with new meaning when they saw the
resurrected Jesus three days later. They were experienced disciples learning new
ways to follow Jesus. They were old dogs learning new tricks.
Yet, they’re not the only ones. You and I are expected to learn some new tricks as
well. That’s why John wrote these things down for us. You and I are disciples too, and
that means we’re following this same Jesus. A disciple is a learner. Last I heard,
Jesus sent his church to make disciples of all nations, not to make graduates. When
you’re a disciple of Jesus the learning never ends. The discipleship never ends.
There’s always a new trick he wants to teach.
What might we take away from the verses we’ve read together? What new tricks do
we find here?
God’s Glory Is His Work
We learned that God’s glory is revealed when we see the actions which flow from his
heart. Jesus showed us God’s glory by dying on the cross. Likewise, we glorify God
when we take part in the work he is doing. What does that look like? Well, what does
he desire to do in your life?
• God desires to give you new life in his Son, so God is glorified in baptism; both
when you’re baptized and when you lean on that gift by faith.
• God desires to forgive your sins, so he is glorified when you confess your need
for that forgiveness; when you repent.
• God desires to be the priority who shapes your life, so he is glorified when he is
number one and when he gets to choose your number 2, 3, 4, 5, and so on.
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Discipleship Doesn’t End
In these few verses we learned that roles can change, but the nature of discipleship
does not. Jesus wasn’t going to be with his friends in the same way he had for the
past three years, but they would still follow him. They would still be his disciples.
Jesus wants the same for you.
As long as you’re here, there’s a role your called to play in the work of Jesus.
As long as you’re here, you are a disciple. That means you’re following, not standing
still. That means you’re a learner, not a graduate. That means you’re growing, not
dying. You may feel like an old dog, but Jesus has a couple new tricks to teach you.
The disciples took on new roles in their next season. How about you? What new roles
are you called to fill in this upcoming season of discipleship?
Love Defines Both
God is glorified when we see the depth of his love. Jesus was glorified on the cross,
because it’s on the cross that we see the extent of God’s love for us. The Son of God
gave his life for you. Before you could ever love him, he loved you to the point of
death. That’s the glory of God. Love defines his glory.
As a result, love defines our discipleship as well. We never stop loving one another,
because there’s no end to his love for us. We never stop following because our God
never stops leading. We never stop learning because he never stops teaching. We
never stop living because the life he shares with us never ends.
We may be old dogs, but we can learn new tricks. The glory of our God is his love at
work for us, and his love is doing new work every day. Our lives as disciples reflect
the new work of that love in new ways in every new season. Amen.
Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Share prayer requests with one another. Pray over the requests shared, then pray
the Lord’s Prayer together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Offering Prayer
If you have an offering present as you worship, you may place your hands over it
during the offering prayer.
Reader 1:
Reader 2:

With thankful hearts we receive from you, O Lord.
With thankful hearts we respond.

Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

Receive our thanks and praise.
Receive our offerings.
Receive us as your own. Amen.

Easter Acclamation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

He is risen!
He is risen indeed!
Alleluia!

Blessing (John 14:26-27)
Reader 1:
Jesus promised a Helper, the Holy Spirit
Reader 2: One whom the Father would send in Jesus’ name.
Reader 1:
He was sent to teach us all things.
Reader 2: He was sent to remind us what Jesus spoke.
Reader 1:
“Peace I leave with you…”
Reader 2: “…my peace I give to you.”
Together: Amen.

As applicable, please share this resource with others who would benefit. An electronic version is available at
www.calvaryslz.org. We can also add friends to our mailing list if that is preferred.
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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