An Order of
Worship for the
Home
December 6, 2020
Joy! – week 2
_____________________________________________
This service is written for two speakers. Ideally, family members can speak and declare
God’s grace to one another following this format. For those who live alone, this worship
outline can be followed with a brother or sister in Christ over the phone. You may call
on a friend to fill this role, or your elder or pastor can worship with you by phone.
There is an “offering prayer” included in this outline. As we shelter in place, please
continue to worship through giving. You can mail offering envelopes and checks to
Calvary or visit www.calvaryslz.org to give online.

Invocation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:

Advent is a season of anticipation.
We look ahead with joy!
We expect to meet our King and Savior.
We look ahead with joy!
We sing of his blessings and his love.
We look ahead with joy!

Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

We gather this Advent in the name of our God…
Who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen. Joy to the world!

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
We light a second candle on the Advent wreath during this week. If you have a wreath at
home, this is an appropriate time to light it. The following is a traditional prayer for the
Second Sunday in Advent:
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only Son, so that by his
coming we may worship you with pure minds; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Psalm 98:4-8
4
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
5
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!
6
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord!
7

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who dwell in it!
8
Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together

Confession & Absolution
Make sure each person present has opportunity to confess to a brother or sister in faith.
Go through both parts as many times as needed to accommodate all who are gathered.
Christian Confessing:

I admit my lack of joy. I have hidden my joy out of
embarrassment. I have tempered my joy in order to fit in. At
other times, I’ve been ashamed of my sins, and lost sight of
joy. I’ve also encountered sorrow, which has swallowed up
my joy. When my joy has run short for any of these reasons,
I have too often sought quick fixes and temporary relief.
Forgive me, Lord, and grant me true joy. “Restore to me the
joy of your salvation.” (Psalm 51:12)
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Christian Responding: Your God knows your sorrow, your hurts, and your sins. Yet,
your God loves you with an everlasting love. He hears your
prayer, and he’s already answered by sending his Son, Jesus.
Because of his death and resurrection, you are forgiven! By
faith, you share in the true joy of his new life. His love is
your joy, and by grace your life declares “Joy to the world!”
Together:

Amen.

Isaiah 55:6-13
6
“Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
7
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12

“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
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instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the Lord,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Luke 1:46-55
19
And as [Jesus] rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was
drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude
of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty
works that they had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of
the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of the Pharisees in
the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if
these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”

Message
The End of Pretending
As I see it, we have a serious problem with joy. The same can be said for hope, and
peace on earth, and good will to men. The problem is this: when we celebrate these
things at Christmas, we assume we’re experiencing them. Or, we assume we’re
supposed to be experiencing them. So, what do we do? We pretend.
We put on the right music, and we hang the lights, and we decorate the tree. Even if
we’re not quite sure, we lean into these traditions in hopes that they’ll bring the joy
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we’re supposed to be celebrating. I read recently that one response to pandemic
restrictions has been starting Christmas early. There are people who decked their
homes with Christmas trees, tinsel, and Christmas music as early as September
because they wanted to experience the sense of peace and joy they associate with
Christmas.
Today, I want to talk to the people who are ready to stop pretending. This message
is for people like me, who are in need of more than just happy songs and an escape
from pandemics or politics. I can’t handle a pretend Christmas. It’s terrible when I’m
smiling on the outside, but hiding the struggles tearing me up underneath. If you
can relate, then this is for you.
A few years ago I delivered the message at my grandmother’s funeral. I had plenty
of experience speaking in front of people at that point. I’d also spoken at several
funerals, so the setting wasn’t unfamiliar. I made it through the funeral message
without breaking down. That was good for the people gathered. I didn’t want to
distract from their grief or from God’s word by drawing attention to my grief. It
wasn’t an unhealthy pretending I engaged in. It was a temporary role I needed to
play. For those few minutes, I needed to be more pastor than grandson.
The funeral took place at my grandmother’s church, followed by a graveside service,
then back to the church for lunch with family and friends. I could have gone straight
to lunch with everyone, but I recognized a need I had for something else. I needed
to grieve. I needed to cry. My family – my parents, and my aunts & uncles, and my
cousins – had opportunity to do that while I was speaking. I had a different role at
that time. I wasn’t pretending to be unaffected; I was delaying my grief for a
moment. However, if I hadn’t come back to that grief and allowed myself to
acknowledge it, then I would have been pretending.
Pretending not to hurt is a dangerous thing. Pretending to have joy as a cover-up
for pain is a hollow experience. Singing “Joy to the World” can become an exercise
in pretending, if we’re not careful.
God’s word speaks to us and invites us to a different path.
“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he
is near” (Isaiah 55:6)
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That invitation was first given to a group of people who were pretending. This was
a message to Israelites who had been forced to live in the foreign city of Babylon.
They were away from their true home. They were trying to fit-in. Their new setting
promoted joy, and comfort, and peace drawn from foreign gods and compromising
practices. When the people around you look happy and appear prosperous, it’s
tempting to desire a place among them. It’s tempting to pretend.
We face a similar temptation. We want the joy we see around us. We want to smile
like our friends who share their happy pictures. We want to celebrate like we think
others are celebrating. We want the joy and peace which is talked about at
Christmas, but we struggle to find it, so we pretend.
The words we just read from Isaiah show us a different way. The first steps are not
attractive, but they’re necessary. Being honest about our hurts is never easy. Yet,
that difficult honesty is necessary if we’re going to experience true joy.
Repent – Receive – Rejoice
This is the flow of Isaiah’s call. This is where we find true joy. This is the end of
pretending.
Repent – Receive – Rejoice
The call to “seek the Lord” is a call to repent. That’s made clear by the words which
follow.
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on
him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. (Isaiah 55:7)
This is a call to repent, but it’s coupled with an amazing promise. When you turn to
God with your honest hurts, and needs, and screw-ups, he will love you. Your God
has compassion. Your God forgives.
You don’t have to pretend. Instead, God is calling you to be honest. The person
pretending to have it all together can’t receive compassion – they’re closed off to
that gift. The one who puts up a façade of happiness can’t afford to be forgiven.
5

They only allow themselves to be loved for what they pretend to be, not who they
truly are.
Your God will not pretend. He will not join your lie. He cannot and will not love the
person you pretend to be. He loves who you truly are, and he insists that you are
honest about what that means.
The call to repent is hard. The end of pretending is difficult… but it is so worth it!
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
(Isaiah 55:10-11)
Remember, there were three parts to this message from Isaiah. The first was a call
to repent. Next, comes the invitation to receive.
Isaiah’s rain analogy stirs a longing for those of us in northern California this time
of year. We know what rain means. We know how much we need rain. From my
kitchen table I can see one of the hills surrounding Lake Chabot. It’s been brown for
a long time. I’m waiting for that hill to turn green again. I’m waiting on the winter
rains to bring new life. It happens every year around this time. We expect it, and we
need it.
In the same way, God’s Word also brings new life. We can expect it. We need it.
Isaiah reminds us that God’s Word is not just a possible source of life, but a
guaranteed source of his power.
Think about this: When the rains come, new growth follows. If the rain is absent,
that’s a problem. If rain is scarce, that’s a problem too.
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When God’s Word comes into your life, new growth follows as well. If God’s Word is
absent from your life, that’s a problem. If God’s Word is scarce in your life, that’s a
problem too.
Your invitation from God is to receive. Receive his Word, and the life it brings. As a
church, we’re following a set of devotions throughout this Advent season as a way
of allowing God’s Word to speak into our lives daily. (If you need a devotion guide,
get in touch and I’ll get one to you.) This message is another way we receive God’s
Word, expecting it to work in our lives individually and as community. When we
gather as 2 or 3 in the name of our God, he promises to be with us. That’s the power
and presence of his Word too.
Jesus is the “Word made flesh.” Advent and Christmas, at their center, are about
receiving him. The apostle John tells the story this way: “The Word became flesh
and dwelt among us…” (John 1:14) In Jesus, God became a human being. He didn’t
pretend everything was alright among his people. He knew the pain, and hurt, and
sin, and grief we experience, and he experienced it with us. What’s more, he
experienced the end result of all those wrongs left unchecked.
The Son of God died on a cross and was separated from the Father. That’s where
pretending would leave us all, but in that moment God showed his compassion. The
Father raised Jesus from the dead. Forgiveness and new life are now yours and mine
in Jesus. That’s why we stop pretending. We turn to Jesus in repentance. We receive
his life, and his forgiveness. We receive him, the Word of God.
You have an invitation, and a promise this Advent.
Repent. Turn to your God in honesty with the pain you carry, the shame
you’ve covered over, the bad decisions you’ve made, and the guilt you hide.
Receive. He will always have compassion. He will always forgive. His Word
will always bring new life. His presence will always give you a place in
community and family. Finally…
Rejoice! This is no longer the pretend joy which attempts to cover over the
deeper hurts. This is an honest joy which gives hope in the midst of a life full
of grief and disappointment. This is a joy which looks beyond present
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circumstance. This is a joy which grounds you in peace even now because the
pretending is over.
You no longer pretend to have joy. You have real joy because you have a real Savior
who has rescued you from the very real hurts of this world.
Repent of pretending.
Receive the gifts of God in his Word.
Rejoice, and all of creation will join with you.
For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
(Isaiah 55:12)
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy. . .
Amen.

Offering Prayer
If you have an offering present as you worship, you may place your hands over it during
the offering prayer.
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

With thankful hearts we receive from you, O Lord.
With thankful hearts we respond.
Receive our thanks and praise.
Receive our offerings.
Receive us as your own.
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Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Share prayer requests with one another. Pray over the requests shared, then pray the
Lord’s Prayer together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing ( Isaiah 55:12 & Numbers 6:24-26)
Reader 1:
The word of God through his prophet, Isaiah, promises…
Reader 2:
“You shall go out in joy”
Reader 1:
Hold fast to that promise!
Reader 2:
Hold fast to that joy!
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor…
And give you peace.
Amen.

As applicable, please share this resource with others who would benefit. An electronic version is
available at www.calvaryslz.org. We can also add friends to our mailing list if that is preferred.
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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