An Order of
Worship for the
Home
December 20, 2020
Joy! – week 4
_____________________________________________
This service is written for two speakers. Ideally, family members can speak and declare
God’s grace to one another following this format. For those who live alone, this worship
outline can be followed with a brother or sister in Christ over the phone. You may call
on a friend to fill this role, or your elder or pastor can worship with you by phone.
There is an “offering prayer” included in this outline. As we shelter in place, please
continue to worship through giving. You can mail offering envelopes and checks to
Calvary or visit www.calvaryslz.org to give online.

Invocation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:

Advent is a season of anticipation.
We look ahead with joy!
We expect to meet our King and Savior.
We look ahead with joy!
We sing of his blessings and his love.
We look ahead with joy!

Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

We gather this Advent in the name of our God…
Who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen. Joy to the world!

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
We light a fourth candle on the Advent wreath during this week. If you have a wreath at
home, this is an appropriate time to light it. The following is a traditional prayer for the
Fourth Sunday in Advent:
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Help us by your great might, that whatever is
hindered by our sins may be speedily accomplished for your glory; for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Psalm 98:7-9
7
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who dwell in it!
8
Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together
9
before the Lord, for he comes
to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.

Confession & Absolution
Make sure each person present has opportunity to confess to a brother or sister in faith.
Go through both parts as many times as needed to accommodate all who are gathered.
Christian Confessing:

I admit my lack of joy. I have hidden my joy out of
embarrassment. I have tempered my joy in order to fit in. At
other times, I’ve been ashamed of my sins, and lost sight of
joy. I’ve also encountered sorrow, which has swallowed up
my joy. When my joy has run short for any of these reasons,
I have too often sought quick fixes and temporary relief.
Forgive me, Lord, and grant me true joy. “Restore to me the
joy of your salvation.” (Psalm 51:12)

Christian Responding: Your God knows your sorrow, your hurts, and your sins. Yet,
your God loves you with an everlasting love. He hears your
prayer, and he’s already answered by sending his Son, Jesus.
Because of his death and resurrection, you are forgiven! By
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faith, you share in the true joy of his new life. His love is
your joy, and by grace your life declares “Joy to the world!”
Together:

Amen.

John 18:33-38a
33
So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or
did others say it to you about me?”35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation
and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews.
But my kingdom is not from the world.”37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for
this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone
who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Romans 5:16-19
16
And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many
trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death
reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of
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grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus
Christ.
18

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience
the many will be made righteous.

Message
He Rules the World in Truth and Grace
“Who’s in charge here!?” We’ve heard that before. It makes for a good movie line.
Personally, I prefer the sci-fi version, “Take me to your leader.”
I’d like to spend some time reflecting on leadership, and who is in charge. Let’s
spend a few minutes thinking about our King.
We’ve been exploring themes within “Joy to the World” on the Sundays since
Thanksgiving; the season of Advent. The hymn begins with a call for the earth to
“receive her King!” As we look at verse 4, we realize this royal motif runs to the very
end of the hymn.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love…
The story I’d like to explore this morning is a showdown between authorities. It’s
not a “Take me to your leader” story. It’s more of a “Who’s in charge here?” scenario.
Our gospel lesson is a conversation between the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate,
and Jesus. If you’re familiar with the story, you remember that Jesus was arrested
and put on trial by the Jewish authorities. They’re upset because he claims to be the
Son of God. They want to execute him for blasphemy, but they have no authority to
put anyone to death. They’re under Roman rule. The Romans won’t kill someone for
claiming to be a Jewish deity, so they need to bring a suitable accusation. They
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hand Jesus to Pilate under charges of sedition. Jesus claims to be a king, and that
should upset the rulers of Rome, right?
However, Pilate is no dummy. He’s bound to see through this ruse. He knows the
Jewish leaders have no love for Rome. Why would they bother chasing down the
leader of a rebellion? Pilate knows there’s more going on than he’s been told. He’s
just not sure what issue lies between Jesus and the Jewish Council.
So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and
said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did
others say it to you about me?”
Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief
priests have delivered you over to me. What have you
done?” (John 18:33-35)
Pilate has a title of authority. He wants to know if Jesus will claim a similar title. Is
the man before him really a dangerous insurgent, or is there something else going
on here?
At the same time, Jesus wants to clarify Pilate’s question. Does Pilate think he may
be an actual king, or does Pilate simply want to know if Jesus is aware of the
charges against him?
In response, Pilate claims an outsider status in this squabble. He rebuffs the
attempt by Jesus to make this a personal conversation. Pilate is the Roman
authority here and he is doing the work of Rome. He is not here to become a pupil
of a trouble-making Jewish rabbi.
Yet, he needs to know. So he asks, “What have you done?”
Actually, he doesn’t need to know. He’s got authority to make whatever decision he
wants. He could release Jesus on the spot. He could imprison him. He could kill him,
as the Jews desire. So, we can wonder as we watch this conversation unfold; does
Pilate need to know or does he want to know? Pilate asks, “What have you done?”
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The answer to this question will reveal the real threat. Pilate knows the Jews aren’t
worried about a threat to Rome. They’ve brought Jesus to him, because Jesus poses
a threat to them. Pilate knows Jesus has some kind of authority, or power, or
strength. He wants to understand Jesus. He wants to know.
You and I already know. We know that Jesus is a King. He’s the King, but he’s not an
earthly king. He didn’t come into this world as a human being in order to establish a
new government. He wasn’t born in Bethlehem in order to usurp power from earthly
leaders. He is the King, but he set aside his authority, power, and strength when he
was born as a man.
He didn’t arrive with the pomp and pageantry of a king, but one day soon he will
come back in his full authority as Ruler. In this Advent season we anticipate his
arrival. Pontius Pilate – like many in our world today – may be baffled at this Jesus
who appears more human than divine. Yet, this same Jesus will return in glory, and
his full authority, power, and strength will be revealed.
We remind one another of this truth as we sing together so many of our Advent
hymns:
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!
Behold the King of glory waits.
The King of kings is drawing near;
The Savior of the world is here.
(Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates, LSB 340)
The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks
(The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns, LSB 348)
Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!
Let every hill and valley a level road appear!
Then greet the King of Glory foretold in ancient story:
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s Word!
(Prepare the Royal Highway, LSB 343)
Also, listen to the kingly language embedded throughout the second verse of
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”:
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Born thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.
(Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus, LSB 338)
And, of course, “Joy to the World” opens with the proclamation, Joy to the world, the
Lord is come! Let earth receive her King. As we began this message, I reminded you
that verse four continues this theme of Jesus’ royal reign with the opening, He rules
the world with truth and grace.
Truth and grace is a good lens through which to re-focus ourselves on the story of
Jesus before Pilate. If you remember, we left off with Pilate asking Jesus, “What have
you done?” We continue from there.
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my
kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been
fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my
kingdom is not from the world.”
Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?”
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I
was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens
to my voice.” (John 18:36-37)
How do we read Pilate’s question here? “So you are a king?” Is he making an
accusation? Is he uncertain? Is he curious for personal reasons?
Jesus initially sought to find out if Pilate was simply reporting the charges against
Jesus, or actually wanting to know Jesus’ identity. Jesus’ response now speaks to the
latter. Jesus allows Pilate to know something about his kingship. Jesus doesn’t
pursue a legal defense, or seek opportunity to prove the charges against him
meritless. Instead, he reveals to Pilate who he is and why he’s here.
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Twice Jesus uses the word purpose. He was born to be a king. That’s his purpose. He
came into this world to rule. That’s his purpose. The statements Jesus makes here
are echoes of John 1, where the same writer foreshadows this conversation.
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth. (John 1:14)
What did Jesus claim as his kingly role? “…to bear witness to the truth.” What do we
sing in that final verse of “Joy to the World”? He rules the world with truth and grace.
This is why Jesus was born. He came to rule as king, revealing truth, and delivering
grace.
These words are also from John 1.
For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:16-17)
When I think about this connection between grace and truth, I’m reminded of the
description of Aslan, the great lion from C. S. Lewis’ fictional work, The Chronicles of
Narnia.
“Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion.”
“Ooh” said Susan. “I'd thought he was a man. Is he-quite safe?
I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion”...
“Safe?” said Mr Beaver ...“Who said anything about safe?
'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.”
Not safe, but good. The truth may not be comfortable. It may not be safe, but this
King rules with truth and grace.
Truth may bring you down a notch.
Grace will lift you up.
Truth sees your sin. It knows your guilt.
Grace brings mercy and pardon.
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Truth unambiguously points out the black and white in those areas of life you’ve
claimed are grey.
Grace brings the vivid color of new life to your world.
Truth says your wrong.
Grace forgives when you admit you’re wrong.
Truth sees the pain you hide. Truth sees suffering in your world. Truth knows the
grief you carry.
Grace meets that pain. Grace enters that suffering. Grace grieves with you.
Truth sees your failed attempts at self-worth: blaming others for every problem
(politics, anyone?); hiding faults and highlighting successes; retail therapy
and short-term comforts; cut-and-paste theology which defines God and
morality according to your own wants and wishes. Truth labels all of these as
self-centered, hollow, and failed.
Grace takes all your striving and redeems it. Grace brings beauty from the broken
places of your life. Grace affirms your value, grants you identity, and calls you
a beloved child of the King.
You are a child of the King who reigns in truth and grace. Jesus told Pontius Pilate
that he came to this world in order to be your King. That was his purpose. When
God became a man, and was born that first Christmas, it wasn’t to overthrow the
Jewish leadership, and it wasn’t to usurp the Roman government. He already had
power and might far beyond those authorities. His purpose was to overthrow the
power of sin, death, and the Devil. He came to suffer and die. It was the only way
you could be rescued from the hold of these enemies.
These three held rule over your life – sin with it’s brokenness, death which would
take you prisoner, and the Devil who wants nothing more than to destroy God’s
children. Jesus defeated sin by living a perfect life in the midst of this broken world.
He rescued you from death by dying in your place. He removed the Devil’s grip on
you by rising to new life and proclaiming victory on Easter morning. These three
had power… until the arrival of the true King!
Your King is your Savior! For this purpose your King was born. For this purpose your
King will return! This is his rule in truth and grace!
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Pilate said to [Jesus], “What is truth?” (John 18:38)
Pilate was still asking the question, but you know the answer. The truth is hard. It
reveals the need you have. But, the truth is also good because it reveals the grace
of your God. Jesus is your King who rules in truth and grace.
You will hear Pilate’s question from friends, and neighbors, and even family
members. You know truth, and you know truth can be hard to hear, but you also
know grace. You know the King who rules with truth and grace, and you can share
his truth and grace with those who are ready to receive it.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love…
Amen.

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Share prayer requests with one another. Pray over the requests shared, then pray the
Lord’s Prayer together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Offering Prayer
If you have an offering present as you worship, you may place your hands over it during
the offering prayer.
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

With thankful hearts we receive from you, O Lord.
With thankful hearts we respond.
Receive our thanks and praise.
Receive our offerings.
Receive us as your own.

Blessing ( Isaiah 55:12 & Numbers 6:24-26)
Reader 1: The Word of God through his prophet, Isaiah, promises…
Reader 2: “You shall go out in joy”
Reader 1: Hold fast to that promise!
Reader 2: Hold fast to that joy!
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor…
And give you peace.
Amen.

As applicable, please share this resource with others who would benefit. An electronic version is
available at www.calvaryslz.org. We can also add friends to our mailing list if that is preferred.
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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