An Order of
Worship for the
Home
November 29, 2020
Joy! – week 1
_____________________________________________
This service is written for two speakers. Ideally, family members can speak and declare
God’s grace to one another following this format. For those who live alone, this worship
outline can be followed with a brother or sister in Christ over the phone. You may call
on a friend to fill this role, or your elder or pastor can worship with you by phone.
There is an “offering prayer” included in this outline. As we shelter in place, please
continue to worship through giving. You can mail offering envelopes and checks to
Calvary or visit www.calvaryslz.org to give online.

Invocation
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:

Advent is a season of anticipation.
We look ahead with joy!
We expect to meet our King and Savior.
We look ahead with joy!
We sing of his blessings and his love.
We look ahead with joy!

Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

We gather this Advent in the name of our God…
Who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen. Joy to the world!

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
We light one candle on the Advent wreath during the first week of Advent. If you
have a wreath at home, this is an appropriate time to light it. The following is a
traditional prayer for the First Sunday in Advent:
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Rescue and protect us from the threatening perils
of our sins by your might; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Psalm Introduction
“Joy to the World!” This hymn, by the English composer Isaac Watts, has become
one of the best known Christmas hymns. It’s sung year-after-year in churches
literally around the globe.
This year, during the four Sundays of Advent I’d like us to spend some time with the
themes of “Joy to the World.” It fits the season well. For one, our world could use
some joy – this year possibly more than others. We’re often tempted to believe that
joy will come from gifts and decorations, good parties and holiday foods. Those
things are fun, but they prove to be rather shallow as a source of true joy. Maybe
having some of these stripped away this year will help us center on Jesus as our
source of lasting joy.
The hymn “Joy to the World” is also fitting because it sits well it Advent. You may
say, “Wait a minute. This is not an Advent hymn; this is a Christmas hymn. It’s even
listed in the Christmas section of our hymnal.”
While this hymn is great to sing at Christmas, it was not originally written for
Christmas. It’s found a home among our Christmas songs, but it was written as part
of a project where Watts composed hymns drawn from each of the psalms. “Joy to
the World” is based on themes in Psalm 98. Those themes might fit Advent even
better than they fit Christmas.
Let me explain. Christmas is the celebration of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. It’s the
celebration of the Incarnation – God became a man and lived a human life here on
earth. Advent is a season of anticipation. Advent anticipates both the coming of
Jesus at Christmas, and it anticipates Jesus coming again.
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We don’t know the human author of Psalm 98, but we know that the psalms were
written roughly 1000 years before Jesus was born. Psalm 98 is prophetic in that it
finds fulfilment in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. However, the psalm
doesn’t point to the earthly life of Jesus exclusively. It also draws our attention
forward to his second coming, when he will be recognized as the King he truly is.
Psalm 98, and “Joy to the World,” help us look ahead to the coming of Jesus at
Christmas, and the coming of Jesus at the end of time.
With that in mind, let’s turn our attention to Psalm 98.

Psalm 98:1-9
1
Oh sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
2
The Lord has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
4

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
5
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody!
6
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord!
7

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who dwell in it!
8
Let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills sing for joy together
9
before the Lord, for he comes
to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.
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Confession & Absolution
Make sure each person present has opportunity to confess to a brother or sister in faith.
Go through both parts as many times as needed to accommodate all who are gathered.
Christian Confessing:

I admit my lack of joy. I have hidden my joy out of
embarrassment. I have tempered my joy in order to fit in. At
other times, I’ve been ashamed of my sins, and lost sight of
joy. I’ve also encountered sorrow, which has swallowed up
my joy. When my joy has run short for any of these reasons,
I have too often sought quick fixes and temporary relief.
Forgive me, Lord, and grant me true joy. “Restore to me the
joy of your salvation.” (Psalm 51:12)

Christian Responding: Your God knows your sorrow, your hurts, and your sins. Yet,
your God loves you with an everlasting love. He hears your
prayer, and he’s already answered by sending his Son, Jesus.
Because of his death and resurrection, you are forgiven! By
faith, you share in the true joy of his new life. His love is
your joy, and by grace your life declares “Joy to the world!”
Together:

Amen.

Romans 8:18-25
18
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God.20 For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole
creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Luke 1:46-55
46
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
52
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”
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Message
Let Earth Receive Her King
On each Sunday of Advent I’d like to look at one verse of Joy to the World. We begin
this week with verse 1.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing!
Get ready to receive the King! Prepare for him! The King is coming!
That sounds great, but do we really get it? I mean, how many of us have lived under
a king? We don’t have a lot of kings in the world today. The most familiar monarchy
in the west is the royal family of Britain, but they’re more decorative than anything
when it comes to actually governing.
When it comes down to it, what is a king? A king is a ruler. The king is the highest
court in the land – the ultimate judge of what is good or bad; who is right or wrong.
But a king is also a protector. He has authority to punish so that evil can be kept in
check. When the king is a good king, and you are on the side of what is good, the
king is your protector. The king is also a champion. His victory is a point of pride for
his people. His success means success for the entire kingdom.
The arrival of Jesus as King is a cause for celebration. Joy to the world! We’ve seen
our King come, but we’re also waiting for our King to return. We will celebrate the
birth of Jesus at Christmas, but we’re also waiting for another celebration. We’re
waiting for the King to come again.
Do you remember the story of Robin Hood? There are countless variations to the
story, but in almost all of them there’s a waiting taking place. Robin Hood is a hero,
but he and his merry men are waiting for someone else to arrive and set things
right. The stories of Robin Hood take place while England is under the rule of
Prince John. In the tales, Prince John is a terrible ruler, taking advantage of the poor
while his brother is away fighting in the crusades. But the hope held by Robin Hood
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and others is that King Richard will return from the crusades and set things right.
Richard is the good king, and the rightful ruler. When the stories tell about Richard
returning to England, it’s a cause for celebration and joy.
Maybe that’s a hint of the joy we can anticipate when our King returns. Afterall, we
live in a time and place where evil seems to have the upper hand. Those in power
are often not good, and those who are good are regularly denied power. You and I
try to do some good along the way, but we’re waiting for someone else to arrive
and set things right.
When we hear the announcement that the King is near, it’s cause for celebration.
This is the cry, “Joy to the world!” Mary experienced this joy of anticipation when
she was visited by an angel and told she would be the mother of God’s Messiah.
When Mary received word that she would bear the Savior of the world, she sang
with joy. The words of her song are recorded in Luke 1. It’s a celebration of God’s
power exercised on behalf of the disempowered. Her words highlight the
overlooked people who are seen by God. She celebrates our God who lifts up the
humble and brings low the proud. Listen to these verses.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty. (Luke 1:51-53)
The arrival of the true King is celebrated because he will set things right. He will
exercise his authority for the good of his people.
Mary extolled the strength of God’s arm. That thought occurs in Psalm 98 as well.
Oh sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the
nations. (Psalm 98:1-2)
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Mary celebrated; Psalm 98 sings praise; you and I smile as we sing “Joy to the
World,” all for the same reason. We have a King who loves us. He has power to set
right the wrongs of this world… and he is coming!
We know this is true because he’s come before. Our King came in weakness some
2000 years ago when he was born in a Bethlehem stable. He lived in the weakness
of our humanity. He died in that weakness. But his power was shown when God the
Father raised his Son from the dead. Jesus now lives.
What’s more, Jesus has promised to come again – not in weakness, but in power. As
a testament to this truth, he sent the Holy Spirit to be with us. The Holy Spirit is the
presence of God with us. By the Holy Spirit we know Jesus is coming again. Through
this same Spirit we get glimpses of the power our King has to set things right. By
the Holy Spirit we’re given faith and confidence to look forward.
Let every heart prepare, because the King is coming.
Begin the celebration. Call on heaven and nature to join in. Share the good news!
Bring this joy to the world!
Amen.

Offering Prayer
If you have an offering present as you worship, you may place your hands over it during
the offering prayer.
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

With thankful hearts we receive from you, O Lord.
With thankful hearts we respond.
Receive our thanks and praise.
Receive our offerings.
Receive us as your own.
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Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer
Share prayer requests with one another. Pray over the requests shared, then pray the
Lord’s Prayer together.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing ( Isaiah 55:12 & Numbers 6:24-26)
Reader 1:
The word of God through his prophet, Isaiah, promises…
Reader 2:
“You shall go out in joy”
Reader 1:
Hold fast to that promise!
Reader 2:
Hold fast to that joy!
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
Together:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor…
And give you peace.
Amen.

As applicable, please share this resource with others who would benefit. An electronic version is
available at www.calvaryslz.org. We can also add friends to our mailing list if that is preferred.
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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