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Pastor’s Column 
 

 
As I reported at our congregational  meeting 

on August 15th, we have accomplished a great deal in 
our Transforming for Mission     emphasis in the past 
15+ months. You will read of those accomplishments 
in the minutes contained in this newsletter. And while 
the accomplishment of the prescriptions we received 
from the visitation team is something to be proud of 
doing, the real joy has been in the journey we are   
taking. 

I cannot begin to tell you how fulfilling it is to 
hear from all the residents of Wittenberg that attend 
our weekly Bible class or our monthly worship time of 
their love and   appreciation for our church in          
providing a safe community for them to reside. We 
have started to build bridges to these residents and we 
have several of them who now frequent our  services 
on Sunday. The real joy lies in the  possibilities of   
expanding our contacts and ministry to them. Please 
continue to pray for opportunity to touch more of 
them with Jesus’ love. 

Our school ministry continues to amaze and 
astonish me with our Father’s goodness. There are 
many private Christian schools in our area who have 
been forced to reduce staff, curriculum offerings and 
programs because of decreased enrollment. And while 
we have felt some effect of the economic  climate, we 
have been blessed to continue operating without    
having to cut back in these critical areas to date. This is 
a tribute to God’s faithfulness and to our staff’s careful 
use of our limited resources. Please continue to pray 
for them and for   increased   enrollment – this is the 
best way to insure that our school will impact the lives 
of our children and families with the love of Jesus. 

It is absolutely critical for us at Calvary to see 
that our future lies in planning for and  taking              
advantage of  the ministry opportunities that our 
school and Wittenberg I and II affords us. God has 
blessed us by providing these     ministries through the 
foresight and hard work of those who have gone before 
us ( many of whom are still with us). 

We have so much to be thankful for in the 
blessings God has provided. We have much to be 
proud of and celebrate. And we have so much more to 
be excited about and look forward to, because the best 
is yet to come!   
 
 This ‘N That 
Kudos to Sue Ellis and crew! What a great week we 
had with the @140 children we had each day at our 
High Seas Adventure. It is a week that has had some 
wonderful fruit. We have gained 2 new families that 

are regularly attending service and  several of our new 
school families were in   attendance. I have   received 
several very positive comments about the celebration 
Sunday and fellowship that followed. Sue and crew are 
already looking forward to next year! 
 
Kudos also to our dedicated Sunday School staff! 
Every week we have the great privilege of having      
several of our members, (Sue Ellis, Faith Scheuermann, 
Leanne & Megan Mueller, Stacy Coleman, Norma 
Blank, Gina & Victoria Gerome, Kim Heggins) spend 
our Sunday School hour sharing the wonderful stories 
and truths of the Bible with our church and school 
family children. This is an incredibly important ministry 
at Calvary, so please, let them know how much they 
are appreciated, and make sure your  children attend 
and have them invite their friends to come as well. 

What do Lutheran Christians believe? I will be 
starting a Sunday morning Bible class on September 
19th that addresses our confession of the Christian 
faith, both the confessions we share with all other 
Christian churches and a few of the uniquely Lutheran 
stances that are different. This class will meet from 
9:30-10:30am in the Conference Room. This class is 
open to everyone, either as introductory or as a re-
fresher to our understanding of Holy Scripture. 
 
Congregational meeting follow-up. On August 
15th at our congregational meeting we passed a deficit 
budget of @ $124,000, with 142 students enrolled as 
of that date. Today (8/24), we have 147 enrolled, 
which will positively impact our deficit. We have set 
another meeting in November (specific date will be 
published later) to update the deficit and to make any 
further adjustments necessary. The Board of Governors 
(BOG) presented a tuition figure goal of $820,000 by 
November 1st that would reduce the deficit to 
$74,000. 
 
Return to two services on September 12th. We 
will return to our normal schedule of two services on 
the 12th, organ led service at 8:00am, Sunday School 
and Bible classes at 9:30am and our contemporary      
service at 10:45am. Communion will be served at 
8am on the 1st and 3rd Sundays, and at 10:45am on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays. On any 5th Sunday of any 
month we have a Fellowship Sunday service at 10am 
followed by a meal to celebrate our oneness as a 
church. 

 



SAVE THE DATES 
  

September 26– CLS 60th Anniv.  10am 
October 2- CLS 1st Annual Rummage Sale  9am-3pm 

Odds and ends 
Men’s Bible Breakfast 

Thursdays @ Calvary 
6-7am Parish Hall 

(studying the book of John) 
Sunday Mornings  
(beginning September 12 at 9:30am.  
 

READING THROUGH THE OLD TESTAMENT with 
Dave Mueller in Pastor’s office 
 

Topic on FORGIVENESS with Dave Schultz in the Library 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Pre-5th Gr. Meet in church 
6th– 8th Gr. Youth Room 
 

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 19 
“What do Lutherans believe?” with Pastor in the                    
Conference Room 

Christmas Tea: December 4, 2010 for Wittenberg Manor. Here 
it is, time to start thinking about sharing our faith, time and love 
for our friends at Wittenberg Manor. The Lutheran Women's 
Missionary League  would like to extend an invitation to all of 
you to participate in making homemade gifts for the residents 
that attend the tea in December. As you are making your item, 
please pray for the person that will receive your gift, that they 
will come to know Jesus.   It was such a huge success last year 
that we actually were able to give a gift to each person attending.  
It was such fun to see their faces with smiles and enthusiasm.  
Thank you for your help and love. 
 Love in Jesus, Barbara Adams, Facilitator of LWML 

Dear Calvary Lutheran Church, 
 We would like to thank each of you who was    involved in arranging, setting up and preparing the food and refreshments 
that followed our  beloved mother’s   funeral service.  Her service was absolutely beautiful and the time of fellowship all of you 
graciously provided in honor of our mom was so very much appreciated.   
Thank you, Sincerely,  
The Ramirez Family, Julie, Steven & Marcus 

School News from Miss Hackerd 
We are looking forward to an exciting year.  We have made some changes and expect that 
they will improve our school even more.  One of the changes is how the teachers in grades 3
-8 will report student grades to families. 
 Calvary Lutheran School will be using an online grading program this school year, 
2010-2011, for grades 3-8.  Parents and students will have access to this program to check 
the student’s progress at their convenience.  Grades will be updated regularly and printed 
progress reports will not be issued this year.  Free internet access is available at public librar-
ies.  For those families who do not have internet service, a paper progress report can be re-
quested on the following dates:    Sept. 21st, Oct. 5th. Nov. 16th, Dec. 14th, Feb. 8th, Mar. 
1st, April 12th, May 17th. 
 The program is called Engrade and is available at www.engrade.com .When school 
starts, families will receive a confidential student number per child.  They will use that num-
ber to set up access to the  child’s grades.  They can send the teacher a question or concern 
through the program itself using the My Messages tab at the top. Teachers will also send 
alerts and messages in the same way. To check the student’s grade at any time, log on at the 
Engrade web site.  Anyone can go to the teacher’s Engrade homepage at www.engrade.com/
teachername . 
 We hope this will help families be aware of how their student is doing and facilitate 
more communication between teachers and families.  This will help us work as partners to 
help the student be successful here at Calvary. 
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  Wednesday Evening Youth Group 
Sr. High 6– 8pm 

April 9– May 22 

Calvary School is recycling   
aluminum cans & plastic            
beverage bottles 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Jr. High Youth Group (OWL) 
Gr. 6, 7,  8, & 10 
September 10 

Worship Services   Beginning 9/12/10 

 

8:00am Traditional Worship Service  
  (communion on 1st & 3rd Sundays) 

9:30am Adult & Children’s Sunday School 

10:45am Contemporary Worship Service 
  (communion on 2nd & 4th Sundays) 

5th Sundays one service only at 10:00am          
(no Sunday school or Adult Studies)      

September 12 



BOARD OF GOVERNANCE 
Meeting 7, July 13, 2010 
Present: Barbara Adams, Pastor Bothwell, Darlene Goldhammer, Jeff Jensen, Lee Strom 

The meeting began with Bible Study led by Barbara Adams on the use/misuse of the word, “can’t.” The scripture references 
used were: Ephesians 4:29; Matthew 17:20; Luke 1:37. As Christians we need to be very selective in the words we use because we 
are to be a reflection of Christ. When we say “can’t,” do we really mean “won’t,” for whatever reason we don’t wish to do some-
thing. Using the word “can’t” may mean we don’t believe God is able to do a particular thing, especially if “we” are part of the ac-
tion! There is also the very real problem of our words spreading inaccurate or damaging information.. The study was followed by a 
time of prayer with all present participating. Minutes from Meeting 6 were previously confirmed by email. 

Pastor conducted a time of leadership training based on Chapters 2-3 of the book we are using followed by discussion. We 
will review Chapter 4 at the July 27 meeting. Pastor will be meeting with the elders this week for discussion of various items but fo-
cusing especially on worship. He will also meet with Trudy Packard to discuss the formulation of the School Committee and other 
business. 

Pastor reminded us that the Worship Schedule he prepared before going on vacation had all the information needed for each 
Sunday service until the summer schedule ends. The schedule is also posted on the wall of the church above the place where the ser-
vice bulletins are stacked. Budget proposals from the various committees were turned in, and they will be the subject of a special 
BOG meeting the week of July 18. Signers for the bank account have completed their paperwork. Work is continuing for the VBS 
final celebration on Sunday, August 8.  

A donation of $500 made by the family of a deceased member will be identified and moved into an LWML Funeral Fund. 
That was the original intent of the family when the money was put in the General Fund. Barbara showed us copy of the Master Cal-
endar and indicated that those who wished could have a copy. Jeff will schedule the budget meeting for the week of July 18 and 
contact the BOG.  
Lee closed with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Darlene Goldhammer    
BOG Secretary 
 
BOARD OF GOVERNANCE 
Meeting 8, July 22, 2010 
Present: Jeff Jensen, Pastor Bothwell, Lee Strom, Darlene Goldhammer, Bill Maartchenke 

Jeff Jensen opened with prayer and chaired the meeting. The sole purpose of the meeting was to review the proposed 
budget to be presented to the congregation by August 1. The group reviewed and discussed the document on a line-by line basis, 
recommending minor adjustments. Each BOG member will receive a revised budget for final approval before it is presented to the 
congregation on August 1. 
Pastor closed with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Darlene Goldhammer   
BOG Secretary 
 
BOG Meeting --Friday, July 30 at 1:30pm 
Congregation receives proposed budget --August 1 
Congregational Meeting --August 15 
 
BOARD OF GOVERNANCE 
Meeting 9, July 30, 2010 
Present: Barbara Adams, Pastor Bothwell, Darlene Goldhammer, Bill Martchenke, Lee Strom, Jeff Jensen 

The meeting was opened with Bible study led by Lee Strom using verses from I Chronicles, II Samuel and Hebrews 11. The 
point of the study was to illustrate value, meaning and connection between the Old and New Testaments. Lee illustrated specific in-
stances where the gospel as presented in the NT was made more understandable and memorable by referring to additional details in 
the OT. The gospel is the “spine” and the OT and NT are the support. The study was followed by prayer by all. 

Pastor presented the fourth session on leadership training. relating to how systems work. Discussion followed as we applied 
the ideas to our congregation. 

Jeff distributed copies of the final budget to be presented to the congregation August 1. The BOG reviewed assignments for 
the VBS Sunday celebration. 

Pastor reported that the keyboard person, who is part of our contemporary service, is leaving.. This makes it necessary to 
consider possible options for our second service, which the elders will review with Pastor. 
 



New Business 
 
Pastor presented the following from the Board of Directors of Wittenberg Manor: 

“It is the desire of the Board of Directors of Wittenberg Manor I and II to pursue the addition of Wittenberg Manor III. There is a 
tremendous need of housing for low income seniors. At the present time we have a waiting list of over 200. Although Section 8 
funding is no longer available, there are other avenues to provide housing for seniors in the low and moderately low income level. 
We are asking for the congregation’s approval and support to proceed. With your approval a non-binding agreement to pursue this 
matter will be submitted to Barcelon Management Company to do some preliminary investigation. There will be no financial obliga-
tion to Calvary. The Board is excited about this and would covet your support.” 

This item will be on the agenda for the Congregational Meeting. The government runs these properties but looks for a non-
profit organization to sponsor them. The Wittenberg Board is under the authority of our congregation. 

Pastor presented the need to begin establishing committees. Some will be short term to complete a single project and others 
will be long term. We will need committees for school, youth, fellowship, marketing/outreach, children’s ministry (not school re-
lated), church policy and church properties. Principal Trudy Packard has provided the BOG with a possible list of School Committee 
members. 

Trudy has asked the BOG for help on Rally Day August 22. The event will be a different format this year; it will take place 
right after the service. The teachers are being installed during the service and a brunch will be served from about 10-11:30am. 
Teachers will be available to meet the parents and students. 

It was stated that the church’s Human Resources Manual needs to be updated. Jeff will investigate the situation and we will 
determine whether it should be done by a short-term committee or other specific individuals. 

Direct Missions has been budgeted for $10,000 to be distributed among organizations outside of Calvary. Members of the 
congregation are asked to present organizations they would like included in the gift. 

A steel covering has been purchased with proceeds from the school auction and will be installed in the picnic table area be-
tween the school buildings so students will have a sheltered place to eat on questionable weather days. We discussed the installation 
of a Knox Box so that the Fire Department would have access to our campus in case of an emergency when no one is available on 
the property. 

Faith Scheuermann, who is in charge of Summer Sunday School, asked that she might hold class at the same time as the 
Congregational Meeting. We agreed with the request. 
Bill Martchenke closed in prayer. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Darlene Goldhammer   
BOG Secretary 
Next meeting: Thurs., Aug. 5, 6:30-8:30pm. Guiding Principles Only 
 
BOARD OF GOVERNANCE 
Meeting 10, August 5, 2010 
Present: Barbara Adams, Jeff Jensen, Lee Strom, Pastor Bothwell, Bill Martchenke, Darlene Goldhammer 
The meeting was opened with prayer by all. 

The sole purpose of the meeting was to work on the Guiding Principles. We completed our first line-by-line review of the 
document. Each board member will receive a corrected copy and then there will be another complete review. Additional changes 
will be made as needed. 

There was a brief discussion related to the items to be covered at the Congregational Meeting on August 15.  
The meeting ended with prayer by Jeff. 
Respectfully submitted 
Darlene Goldhammer 
BOG Secretary 
Next Meeting August 26 at 6:30pm 
Chapter 5 in leadership book 



Prayers of Our Church 
 

Thanksgiving   
For the incredible success of our VBS and celebration Sunday; For the birth of Dylan Scott on  August 11th to 
Scott & Tara Skjong; For our current school enrollment figure of 147 (33 new students); Ken Kahrs’  successful 
heart procedure; Bob Ellis’ recovery;  For Carol Liston’s brother Ron Sprehe’s successful heart transplant 
 
For Peace in the World:  
President Obama  and our country’s leadership -  For our  soldiers, Adam Walsh (son of friend of Jan Curler’s)  
redeployed to Afghanistan 
 
For our Staff  
Trudy Packard; Chrystle Vincent; Traci McClain; Vanessa Nishwitz; Amy Sosa; Margie Luehrs; Christina Grace; 
Bethany Blair; Carol Liston; Ellen Hackerd; Kristi Morlock; Abby Einspahr; Mike Souza; Kim Heggins; Blenda 
Schultz;   Michelle Michael; Linda Benz; Sherrie Akre; Cindy Suppus; Lydiana Sanchez; Holly Contier; Pastor 
Bothwell 
 
Ministry Guidance 
School Enrollment; Marketing Ideas; Wittenberg Manor Outreach; Evangelism; Children’s, Family, and Youth 
Ministries; Parish Education; Transforming for  Mission guidance 
 
For Peace and Comfort 
For the family of Jeannine Mauderly, aunt of Joan Marden; For the sudden passing of Bethany Blair’s aunt; For 
Jim & Carol Liston in the passing of Jim’s brother, Paul; Wilma Ramirez family; Bob Roudabush family; Betty 
Nickles’ family 
 

Cancer Patients  
Wanda Grimm; Teresa (friend of Betty Cooper) - brain cancer has returned; Kathie Ready (friend of Ann Marie 
Mrak) - colon cancer; Betty Mason - Pena; Jon Terpening; Tom Adams; Lloyd Sawyer ;  Ralph Foskett (Marlene 
Mueller’s brother-in-law); Melody Saldate; Penny & Bob Steinecke; Wayne Blair;  Rita Lowe; Dee Lazaga; Lynn 
Rumble (friend of Annette English) 
 
Physical, Emotional or Spiritual Healing 
Yildiz Moleyneas high BP, sister-in-law of Joan Marden’s; John Ohanesian; Bob Ellis, stroke; Kristi Morlock’s 
Uncle Dan; Kristi Morlock’s sister, Tara (broken ankle); Joel Koerschen (heart transplant); Chuck Knebel and 
wife Sharon; Blenda Schultz’s father and nephew; Pat Dailey; Mabel Stafne; Annie Ellis’ sister, Glo; Geryl Owen; 
Wesley Naiman; Mildred Salo; Cindy Schultz’ mother, Toni, and  father, George; Willene  Watson; Earl  Raymer; 
Amy Sosa’s mother, Dianne - diabetes; Dick Deckert; Tyler & Dave Flynn 
 
Personal Needs & Other Concerns: marriage difficulties - Michelle & Andy Gardillo (friends of Jan Curler); 
Kent Schimke; Binder’s grandchildren; Jerrie Moyer, Van Deckert and Tom Duvall are all in need of employment 
 
Pray for all Expectant Moms:  that they would go full term and have healthy  babies, Colleen  Martchenke -          
October due date;  Amy (Cowlham) Stillwater - expecting twins in December; Debbie Ward Lund - December due 
date 

Calvary’s Website:   
www.calvaryslz.org 

 

Address Change:  
Jon & Vanessa Nishwitz- 35947 Caxton Place, Fremont, CA 94536 
 

Grace & Fernando Ramos  (510)427-5058- 22334 Peralta St., Hayward, CA  94541 
 

Linda Dutton   (510)584-6724—17030 Channel St., San Lorenzo, CA  94580 



VBS Coordinator 
 Sue Ellis 
Assist. Coordinator 
 Christina Grace 
Preschool 
 Linda Dutton  
 Tessa Hicks 
 Tiffany Contier 
 Corina Uribe-Tamayo 
 Dina Morrow 
Kindergarten 
 Lakeisha Jones-Hooker    
 Faith Scheuermann 
 Maria Jensen 
Club 789 
 Christina Grace 
 Abby Einspahr 
Bible Voyage 
 Toni Troya  
 Barbara Goldhammer 
Crafts 
 Karla Regnier 
 Janice Cheung 
 Joyce Glock 
 Dian Smith 
Sail Away Cinema 
 Pastor Bothwell 
Games 
 Brian Pye 
 Adam Pye 
Spotlight Drama 
 Doug Henry 
Snacks 
 Colleen Martchenke 
 Leanne Mueller 
 Jan Kreger 
 David Cannella 
Photographs 
 Jean Mussack 
 Kent Schimke 
 Doug Henry 
Decorations 
 Carrie Blake 
 Jessica Strom 
 Cindy Strom 
Parking Lot Crew 
 Howard Goldhammer 
 Kurt Scheuermann 
 John Binder 
Missions 
 Christina Grace 

Registration 
 Holly Contier 
 Tiffany Contier 
 Amy Sosa 
 Trudy Packard 
 Gisela Binder 
 Kathy Bothwell 
Crew Leaders 
 Lyle Kreger 
 Stacy Coleman 
 Destiny Coleman 
 Megan Mueller 
 Christina Williams 
 Tammy Contier 
 Brittany Akre 
 Erin Michael 
 Holly Dunigan 
 Samantha Morris 
 Jacob Ellis 
 Erika Luehrs 
 Stan Miller 
 Jeannie Cheung 
 Sandy Silva 
 Jonathan Ellis 
 Vincent Martellacci  
Skits 
 Jonathan Ellis 
 Robert Gerome 
 Brian Pye 
 Timothy Scheuermann 
 Vanessa Harris 
 Lydia Schimke 
Helpers (setting up and taking down, decorations, light-
ing, and a variety of needs during the week) 
  Dave Mueller        Myron Schroer 
  Stan Miller         BrianPye 
  Lee Strom        Doug Henry 
  Kevin Strom         Sid Nickles 
  Frank Mitchell Jr.        Bob Ellis   
  Joyce and Phil Glock 
VBS Celebration Sunday 
    Jeff Jenson       
    Barbara Adams 
    Darlene Goldhammer 
    Brian Pye (games) 
    Linda Dutton (Hall Décor.) 
    Howard Goldhammer (food) 
 
   THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO  DONATED 
THEIR TIME, THEIR MONEY  TO ALL THE  
ITEMS WE NEEDED!! 

VBS 2010 VOLUNTEERS 
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